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Issue_____________________Date______________
Voss Signs 8TH

Here we are at the beginning of 
another season, and I’m excited 
about everything the next few 
months will bring. Clubs will soon 
be meeting again, and we’ll see a full 
calendar of events, from fundraisers 
and swap meets to our annual IASC 
Convention just around the corner.

If you haven’t already done so, 
please sign up for the convention. 

Our convention committee has been hard at work putting 
together an outstanding event with interesting seminars and 
engaging speakers. This year’s convention will be held on 
November 7 at Chestnut Mountain Resort in Galena.

As a reminder, our annual award nominations are due in early 
October. These awards are presented at convention, so please 
take the time to recognize the outstanding snowmobilers 
and volunteers in your club or region. Over the last few 
years, we’ve seen fewer nominations submitted, and that’s 
unfortunate. Illinois is fortunate to have so many dedicated 
volunteers who work tirelessly for our sport, and they deserve 
to be recognized for all they do.

As we head into convention season, I realize I have just one more 
article to write before passing the torch to our next president. 
With Don Schaeffer heading north for new adventures, the 
board is also looking for at least two new members to join 
our team. If you’ve ever considered becoming more involved, 
I encourage you to step forward and help shape the future of 
snowmobiling in Illinois.

I usually end my articles by thanking an individual or group. 
This time, I’d like to recognize our dealers for their continued 
support of our convention and the sport of snowmobiling 
throughout Illinois. We truly appreciate everything you do for 
our scholarship recipients, local clubs, regional organizations, 
and the state association.

As we look ahead to the season, I hope Mother Nature delivers 
plenty of snow and cold weather for all of us to enjoy.

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward
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 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

Over $50,000 in 

apparel in stock!

23210 W. Strip Mine Rd. 
Wilmington, IL 60481

815-476-7802
docksidemarine.net

2027 MODELS IN-STOCK

The 2027 Ski-Doo Lineup is more than a light 
snowfall of epic innovations - it’s a flippin’ blizzard! 

Discover the new 2027 Ski-Doo lineup featuring 
high performance and utility snowmobiles.

BACKCOUNTRY • EXPEDITION • FREERIDE 
GRAND TOURING • MXZ • MXZ 120 / 200

HUGE 
INVENTORY OF 
NEW & USED 

SNOWMOBILES

By Mark Hazzard – R3 & R6 Trail Advisor

A new tool was purchased for the trails around Cedarville 
(Region 6) last season. A rubber-tired roller was purchased 
using Recreational Trail Program (RTP) and Snowmobile Trail 
Establishment Fund (STEF) grant funding. This roller was 
made just across the state line in Juda, Wisconsin. The snow 
came early last year and the Cedarville Snowtravelers used 
the roller to build a base on their trails. The main plan was 
to create a solid base on the Jane Addams Trail, which is a 
converted railroad bed. This trail usually gets thin before a 
good base can be created. The early, wet snow last year was 
the perfect condition for the roller to do its job. The club built 
a six-inch base that held up well into the warmup that came in 
December. The club felt the roller was a success. 

This coming season, Region 2 will be using the same type of 
roller on their trails. Once again, it was purchased using RTP 
and STEF grant funds. Perhaps rollers will be a useful tool for 
our lower snow areas.

RTP is federal funding using a formula based on off road 
gasoline usage. STEF is funded by Illinois snowmobile 
registrations. To keep our trails in great shape when it snows, 
please get those sleds registered. It’s $45 for 3 years.

Rolling Down the 
Trails in Illinois
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CALL HOTEL DIRECTLY TO MAKE ROOM
RESERVATIONS & MENTION IASC

Come Celebrate
November 7, 2026

Chestnut Mountain Resort  
8700 W Chestnut Mountain Rd. , Galena, IL

61036 • 800-397-1320
Rooms are $109 a night plus tax. Rooms available under

IASC block until October 9th.

54 Years
Of Organized Snowmobiling

Kids registration receives a different meal. Dietary needs reach out to Kaite or Step.
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Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Coach’s Corner, Belvidere, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com
Bergstrom Triple Points Dealer
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts
Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets,  

Helmets with Electric Shields, Boots)

Issue_____________________Date______________
Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY
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EVENTSEVENTS
OCTOBEROCTOBER

October 4th: 
31st Annual Grass Drags and 
Powersports Swap Meet
Gates open at 7:30am. Racing 
starts at 10:30am
Boone County Fairgrounds 
8847 IL-76, Belvidere, IL 61008
For more information, email 
prairieriders@gmail.com or  
call 815) 509-1180

October 10th: 
Northwest Relic Riders 17th 
Annual Vintage Snowmobile & 
Swap Show
Starts at 9am - 2pm
Vintage Snowmobile Show, 
Swap Meet,Kids’ Games, 
Vintage Trivia, 50/50 Raffles 
and more!
Round Man Brewing and 
Smokehouse
N7017 Mackey Crk. Rd.
Trego, WI 54888

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

November 7th: 
54th Annual IASC Convention
Come join us as we celebrate 
during our annual convention.
Chestnut Mountain Resort
8700 W. Chestnut Mountain Rd.
Galena, IL 61036

To make your reservation, call 
1-800-397-1320 and mention 
IASC Group CODE SNO

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

February 21st: 
Bay City Bluff Busters 
Vintage Show
Starts at 9am 
Annual vintage show and ride 
event weather permitting
The Bluffs Bar@Grill
N1833 785th St. 
Hager City, WI 54014
For more information, contact 
Roger 715 495 8836 or Will 
651 380 6329

JUNEJUNE

June 9th-12th: 
59th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress 
Little America Hotel
500 South Main Street
Salt Lake City, UT 84101
Call  801-596-5700 and 
mention ISC2027
Room block Utah Snowmobile 
Associtation. Book online at 
https://reservations.travelclick.
com/4650?groupID=5325336

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   

By Matt Linden

The DeKane SnoTrackers Snowmobile Club recently 
participated in the Annual Maple Park FunFest, bringing a little 
winter spirit to the community event.

The SnoTrackers were proud to showcase their new 
snowmobile groomer, a 2025 Kubota equipped with a 12-foot 
drag. The groomer was operated during the event by club 
members Rod and Whitney Johnson.

Club member Rob Kidd also participated, bringing his truck 
and trailer with two of his snowmobiles. Rob was joined by 
his sister Allison Probst and niece Brooke Probst, making it a 
family affair and adding to the club’s presence at the FunFest.

The DeKane SnoTrackers enjoy opportunities to promote 
snowmobiling, introduce the community to the club, and 
showcase the equipment used to maintain area snowmobile 
trails. Their participation at Maple Park FunFest was another 
great opportunity for the club to connect with local residents 
and fellow outdoor enthusiasts.

The club looks forward to continuing its involvement in 
community events and promoting safe and enjoyable 
snowmobiling throughout the area.

DeKane 
SnoTrackers 
Annual Maple 
Park FunFest



Hampshire’s Coon Creek  
Country Days
By Dwain “Duey” Stadie
The date may move around from year to year, but you always 
know the first part of August will be Coon Creek Country days. 
The tradition has continued for over 40 years now. 4 fun-filled 
days and nights on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
and it’s super easy to find, too. All you have to do is get close 
to Hampshire and you will spot the massive American flag 
being flown by the JB Crane. Thank you, Keith, and Brandy for 
doing that.

There’s a carnival for the kids (and some adults), craft vendors, 
the awesome food vendors, kids tent, petting zoo, ice cream 
eating contest, 2K walk, 10K run, Saturday fireworks by the 
Mad Bomber (must be Good with a name like that). You can 
also enjoy free sweet corn on Sunday provided by Goebberts 
Farm, a beer tent and the 
huge parade on Sunday 
with bands playing every 
day and night. Not only is it 
a major event in Hampshire, 
but it is the biggest small-
town event around. 

All the great food choices, 
along with Hampshire’s 
very own Waffadilla Food 
Truck, made famous on 

season 19 of the Great Food Truck race on the Food Network 
channel. So, not only will you have an awesome time at Coon 
Creek Country Days, but they are also a 501(C) non-profit so 
you will be helping many service groups around Hampshire.

Again, this year the Hampshire White Riders Snowmobile 
Club entered the club’s groomer in the parade. Dan Eikler and 
I got it out of the barn and drove it to town. Dan power washed 
it, greased the drag, and touched it up. Come parade day, I 
drove it while Dan and his wife Melissa sat in the back and 
threw out a couple of thousand suckers to the kids. I think it 
is great PR for the club, while in staging snowmobilers want 
to see it up close, and we answer so many questions from 
snowmobilers and non-snowmobilers. Along with reminding 
everyone it is also used for trail work and available for the 
club’s snowmobile rescue squad.

Go check out the Coon Creek Country Days web or Facebook 
page for more information.

See you at next year’s Coon Creek Country Days!
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Every year during the first 2 weekends in August, the majestic 
little Village of Hampshire hosts Coon Creek Country Days and 
the Suds and Fun Car Show. It all depends on what weekend the 
Coon Creek committee can get a carnival, and whichever week 
that is the other weekend is the car show. 

This year, the car show came first. Once again, it was held under 
the oak trees at Ralph Seyller Park (East Park) in Hampshire, a 
setting car enthusiasts appreciate because it is far better than a 
sunny blacktop parking lot. On this day, though, sunshine would 
not be a concern.

Since I was a kid (a couple three years ago), the Hampshire White 
Riders Snowmobile Club has helped Early Times Street Rods car 
club fence in the park on Saturday (a gorgeous sunny day), run 
the south entrance gate on Sunday, and take down all the fence 
on Sunday after the show.

The weather people had predicted rain on Sunday (show day) for 
5 days prior to the show, but every weather person had the rain 
starting at a different time, some even saying 5-ish, which would 
have been awesome. The show is normally a nice fundraiser for 
our snowmobile club. We sell loaded baked potatoes with butter, 
sour cream, salt, pepper, chili, and cheese. Nachos with cheese 
and jalapeno peppers if you dare, sweet corn with butter, Coke, 
Diet Coke, Sprite, and water. 

We had the food tent ready by 6:00am, started cooking at 7:00am, 
passed the county health department inspection at 8:00am, and 
began selling soon after. Business stayed steady until about 
11:00pm, when the rain arrived. It began lightly, then came down 
hard and sideways. It was just like Forrest Gump described it 
in the movie, “dropping three-quarters of an inch.” Add some 
wind and a little thunder, and it made for a difficult afternoon. 
The show can draw more than 700 cars and 2,500 spectators, 

so there are usually plenty of lunches to serve. This year, we had 
380 cars and 450 spectators; apparently, many people saw the 
forecast and stayed home. Thankfully, we did not lose money, 
but we only made a small profit. Like snowmobiling, maybe next 
year it will be better.

Thank you soooooooo very much to all the members who worked 
so hard to make this all happen; Becky Haseman, Scott Haseman, 
Randi Haseman, Auston Haseman, Keith Lima, Jerry Hirsell, Pete 
Fields, Jodi Fields, Pat Doherty, Kent Nussbaum, Mike Navigato, 
Sherry Navigato, Chris Moore, Steve (Bullitt) Gustafson, Linda 
Gustafson, Ed Brettschneide, Genice Brettschneider, John 
Cermack, Dave Wright, Don Banke, Dwain (Duey) Stadie and 
club members Dan & Cheryl Linnemann of Prairie View Gardens 
& Farm Market for the potatoes and sweet corn. Thanks to Chris 
Moore for the use of his trailer. I hope I did not forget anyone.

Now I know your club did some kind of activities. Please send 
me your stories with a couple of pictures so we can share it with 
other clubs in the Illinois Association of Snowmobiler Clubs. We 
would love to hear about your club.

By Dwain “Duey” Stadie

The Early Times Street Rods Car ClubThe Early Times Street Rods Car Club
Suds & Fun Car ShowSuds & Fun Car Show
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By Dwain “Duey” Stadie

We wear a lot of essential gear every time we take our sleds out. This 
includes warm, lightweight pants, a warm shirt or layers under our 
jacket and bibs, socks, boots, gloves, glove liners, a balaclava, and our 
favorite helmet. But do you also wear a safety vest? If not, especially if 
you know what I went through, I must ask… why?

They go by many names: racer vest, trail vest, body armor, ballistic 
jersey (one of my favorites) and safety vest, to name a few. My friend 
Dominic calls mine a flak jacket. Call it whatever you like, but remember 
its purpose: upper-body impact protection. Let me repeat that: upper-
body impact protection. In my opinion, it is a must-have.

Do not confuse safety vests with roost guards, because they are quite 
different. Roost guards are designed to shield motocross or snowcross 
racers from roost spray. They might help if you are riding behind my 
friend Terry, or any other knucklehead who punches the throttle from 
every stop and sprays snow and debris all over you. But roost guards 
are durable plastic and protect against roost spray.

There are a few assorted brands available, but TekVest is by far the 
largest manufacturer. In addition to selling vests under its own name, 
TekVest also makes vests for Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo, 509, Diva, 
and Klim. They produce about 95% of the safety vests on the market. 
No matter what name appears on the front, check the tag inside—it will 
most likely say TekVest.

EVS is another major brand, along with a few others. I own both a 
TekVest and an EVS vest, and while any vest is better than none, these 
two companies design specifically with snowmobilers in mind. Their 
vests provide impact protection, absorb energy, dissipate force, and 
help shield riders from roost spray. If those 4 reasons are not enough 
to make you wear one, I have to ask again… why not?  

All vests are designed to be worn over your bibs and under your jacket. 
Like much of our gear, they are race proven. They are made with hand-
laminated closed-cell foam and ultra-high-molecular-weight plastic, are 
100% synthetic, and can be cleaned easily with soap and water. They 
are lightweight and will gradually mold to your body over time.

Everyone out riding wears a helmet to protect their face from the 
cold, and their head from an accident, right? So why not wear a safety 
vest to keep you from the possibility of getting broken ribs, broken 
collar bone, punctured lungs, a bruised heart, or many other injuries? 
Read any state’s DNR accident reports. Most snowmobile accident 
injuries involve hitting a stationary object (a tree usually) or hitting the 
handlebars (the sled stops, the rider does not). Not fun. Take it from 
me and I hope it never happens to you, but wouldn’t you like some kind 
of protection? 

Some people say the cost is too high, but I disagree. You can usually 
find a vest for around $300. Sometimes a little less, sometimes a little 
more. That is comparable to buying a helmet, and it is just as important. 
It is also a long-term investment, not something that wears out quickly. 
TekVest says some riders have been wearing the same vest for more 
than 10 years.

I have heard people with different ideas on sizing, a lot of people say one 
size smaller than your shirt size. Most sizing charts I have seen are done 
by body weight. Try one on, adjust the straps for a snug comfortable 
fit. I would suggest going to your local dealer or snow show to try one 
on. Either place you should find knowledgeable personnel to help you 
find the correct size.

Some people say they do not like the way safety vests looks, or that they 
seem bulky and uncomfortable. I admit I was not excited the first time 
I rode with one. It takes a little getting used to. But after my accident 
in 2025, believe me, you should want to wear one. Vests may feel stiff 
at first, but they loosen up over time. Mine is flexible, has adjustable 
straps for a snug fit, and now I barely notice it. The more I ride with it, 
the more comfortable it feels, almost like a new pair of shoes.

As for looks, yes, you do kind of have that football or hockey player look. 
The more miles wearing it, the better it will feel. Let me tell you, broken 
ribs suck! There are a couple of other bonuses. First, they are very warm, 
they trap in the heat. An impressive wind stopper and insulator. I can tell 
you from wearing mine, it keeps me warm. Second, the TekVest with the 
type of foam (closed cell) the vest is made of, does not absorb water. 
So, it gives you buoyancy, meaning flotation. I am not sure of the other 
brands, and it is not Coast Guard approved yet, but TekVest does state 
that as a final selling point in their brochure. I also know of one state’s 
DNR personnel who actually tested it, and they say it works. So, after 
reading this story, I just want to know, why aren’t you wearing one?

I wish I had my vest on when I crashed. I would not have broken my 
ribs and collar bone. Heaven forbid I assess it out as a flotation device. 
But I think of it now as necessary riding gear, just like my helmet. 
Remember, just because something protects you well at a 30 mph 
impact, it may not work as well at 100 mph impact. Do not push it, 
don’t think you’re Superman just because you are wearing a safety 
vest. Be smart. TekVest’s sales brochure sums it up well. “Gotta be 
somewhere Monday? Maybe you should be thinking about a TekVest,” 
and, “It only has to work once to pay for itself.” Some people say, “It’s 
not for me,” but I do not think so. because it just makes soooo much 
sense. Take it from me and wear one!

Ya know it is still warm out as I write this, but it may be time to put on 
my vest and jump in the pool to do a little research.

Snowmobile Safety VestsSnowmobile Safety Vests
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Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. If you’re an 
experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know — and then take the quiz 
again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, 
work through each section first before taking the quiz to enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge about safe 
snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be sure to check local rules and 
requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators 
(IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Pre-registration is required. Call the number listed by the date and location of the class you wish to attend. Please note that 
most class sizes are limited. Instructors are volunteers and are not paid. Please remember to cancel your reservation if you 
find you cannot attend the class so that your spot can be filled by another student. For additional classes scheduled after 
the magazine deadline, please visit the IASC website or call the IDNR office at 800-832-2599 or 216-557-9206, the IASC 
office at 815-210-0587, Pat Pendergast at 309-344-2554. If you have lost your Snowmobile Safety Certificate verifying that 
you have passed the required safety class, visit the IDNR website at www.dnr.state.il.us/safety/safety.htm.

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
10/25/26            Hampshire Township   390 South Ave., Hampshire  7:00am-4:00pm     www.hampshirewhiteriders.com
  Park District Building

12/12/26            Triple E Sales   1301 Division St., Orion  8:00am-4:00pm     Bob 309-368-0620
            Pat 309-335-4095

12/13/26            Lena Community Center  497 Lions Dr. Lena   8:00am-4:00pm     815-990-2652

Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
Happy Fall, everyone. It’s that time of year 
that we all look forward to, snowmobile pre-
season. I mean, we all look forward to winter, 
but there’s something about fall that gets the 
snow and ice flowing through those veins. 
Sled prep begins, club meetings get underway 
(you’re in a club, right?) and trail work is 
right around the corner. Fall also brings 
snowmobile safety classes for everyone to 
take to help them become safe riders.  

While these classes are geared towards youth aged 12-15 and 
allow them to gain their certification card, there is always more for 
adults to learn about our sport. Discussions with the students and 
other adult riders during the class always provide opportunities to 
learn something new, even for the instructors. If you have a son or 
daughter in the age group where they can take the course to get 
their snowmobile safety certification, please consider taking him 
or her to an instructor-taught class vs. the online version. I realize 
the online course is more convenient and works well with the busy 
schedule of today’s families, but the in-person classes offer so much 
more. Instructors are experienced snowmobilers who can share 
much insight into this wonderful sport with your son or daughter. 

Sure, there is a lot of reading and bookwork, but there is always an 
opportunity for hands-on learning, too. With an actual sled on sight, 
students get their hands on a sled and can identify parts in real life, 
not by looking at pics on a screen. They can talk to riders, riders 
who are club members, and maybe a groomer operator will show 
up to talk or is even teaching the class. Groomer operators can give 
an entirely new outlook and information stream to our new riders. 
IDNR officers often come to the class for a short visit and discuss 
Illinois snowmobile rules and regulations as well. They are usually 
pretty good at putting our new riders at ease, explaining the laws so 
students can understand them and let them know what things look 
like from law enforcements’ point of view. 

So please consider checking out the IDNR’s website under 
snowmobile safety education and find a class that works with your 
schedule and location. There are usually plenty of class options that 
will allow your son or daughter to get certified well in advance of that 
first local snow and the big “up north trip.” Also remember that as 
a parent you can take the course along with your child. I can almost 
guarantee you will learn something new before the class’ end.  

So let’s all welcome the end of summer, the arrival of fall and the 
anticipation of winter with its white gold.   
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