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Issue_____________________Date______________
Voss Signs 8TH

Here we are at the beginning of 
another season, and I’m excited 
about everything the next few 
months will bring. Clubs will soon 
be meeting again, and we’ll see a full 
calendar of events, from fundraisers 
and swap meets to our annual IASC 
Convention just around the corner.

If you haven’t already done so, 
please sign up for convention. Our 

convention committee has been hard at work putting together 
an outstanding event with interesting seminars and engaging 
speakers. This year’s convention will be held on November 7 
at Chestnut Mountain Resort in Galena.

As a reminder, our annual award nominations are due in early 
October. These awards are presented at convention, so please 
take the time to recognize the outstanding snowmobilers 
and volunteers in your club or region. Over the last few 
years, we’ve seen fewer nominations submitted, and that’s 
unfortunate. Illinois is fortunate to have so many dedicated 
volunteers who work tirelessly for our sport, and they deserve 
to be recognized for all they do.

As we head into convention season, I realize I have just one more 
article to write before passing the torch to our next president. 
With Don Schaeffer heading north for new adventures, the 
board is also looking for at least two new members to join 
our team. If you’ve ever considered becoming more involved, 
I encourage you to step forward and help shape the future of 
snowmobiling in Illinois.

I usually end my articles by thanking an individual or group. 
This time, I’d like to recognize our dealers for their continued 
support of our convention and the sport of snowmobiling 
throughout Illinois. We truly appreciate everything you do for 
our scholarship recipients, local clubs, regional organizations, 
and the state association.

As we look ahead to the season, I hope Mother Nature delivers 
plenty of snow and cold weather for all of us to enjoy.

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward



 

By Dwain “Duey” Stadie

On a pleasant fall day, Sunday, October 4, the Belvidere 
Prairie Riders Snowmobile Club held its 31st annual Grass 
Drags & Power Sports Swap Meet at the Boone County Fair 
Grounds on Illinois Route 76 in Belvidere, Illinois. The event 
was sponsored by Hammertime Time, EJR Powersports 
Repair and Hard Decks. It marked the official start of Illinois’ 
snowmobile season.

This local event has it all: dealers offering new machines 
and gear, swappers selling used snowmobiles, ATVs, side-
by-sides, dirt bikes, parts, accessories, clothing, and more. 
It is a swapper’s dream, and with some skillful bargaining, 
you could take home plenty of finds. Plus there’s an array 
of food trucks on site to feed you lunch.

Several racers have described this event’s 4-lane, 500-foot 
racetrack, with 1,100 feet of shutdown space, as one of 
the Midwest’s best. The event also offers a state-of-the-

art timing system and the world-famous mini sled race, a 
crowd favorite.

Each year, more than 3,000 people attend to browse 
offerings from over 200 swappers, watch 100 racers, in 24 
classes, with more than 70 heat races, plus the finals. It is a 
fantastic afternoon at an affordable admission price.

Gates open at 7 a.m., race registration runs from 8 a.m. to 
10 a.m., and racing begins at 11 a.m. Admission is just $10, 
with free entry for children 11 and under. Racers must be 
at least 16 years old. It’s a reasonable cost for vendor sites, 
pit entry, and the children’s mini sled race is free (200cc 
maximum). The 50/50 raffle helps fund the Belvidere Prairie 
Riders Snowmobile Club. Join us for Illinois’ biggest show 
on the first Sunday in October. For more information, visit 
www.prairieriders.com or find the club on Facebook. We 
look forward to seeing you next year.

31st Annual 31st Annual 
Belvidere Prairie Riders Belvidere Prairie Riders 
Snowmobile Club’s Grass Drags Snowmobile Club’s Grass Drags 
& Power Sports Swap Meet& Power Sports Swap Meet
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23210 W. Strip Mine Rd. 
Wilmington, IL 60481

815-476-7802
docksidemarine.net

2027 MODELS IN-STOCK

The 2027 Ski-Doo Lineup is more than a light 
snowfall of epic innovations - it’s a flippin’ blizzard! 

Discover the new 2027 Ski-Doo lineup featuring 
high performance and utility snowmobiles.

BACKCOUNTRY • EXPEDITION • FREERIDE 
GRAND TOURING • MXZ • MXZ 120 / 200

HUGE 
INVENTORY OF 
NEW & USED 

SNOWMOBILES

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com
Bergstrom Triple Points Dealer
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts
Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets,  

Helmets with Electric Shields, Boots)

Issue_____________________Date______________
Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY
 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

Over $50,000 in 

apparel in stock!
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To learn moreYour local sales rep

Bob Wolf 
bob.wolf@prinoth.com
(612) 251-4094

LEADERS
OF THE PACK

Proud to be  
your trail  
grooming  
partner in  
the Midwest
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Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Coach’s Corner, Belvidere, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director

847.818.8849

847-818-8849 • ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

Helmets, Jackets, Bibs,
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts,
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags,

Goggles, Boots, Socks

1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We sell, and service 
Arctic Cat off road, and 

CF MOTO off road 
vehicles. We have a 

great selection of 
inventory from ATV, UTV, 

and sport SXS

Annual Open House Event 
November 14, 2026 from 9:00am - 3:00pm

Deals on clothing, gear, 
accessories, sale pricing 

on all in stock off road and 
snowmobile inventory!

847.818.8849
1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Helmets, Jackets, Bibs, Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts, 
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags, Goggles, Boots, Socks

2027 SLEDS 
IN STOCK!

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

847.818.8849

847-818-8849 • ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

Helmets, Jackets, Bibs,
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts,
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags,

Goggles, Boots, Socks

1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We sell, and service 
Arctic Cat off road, and 

CF MOTO off road 
vehicles. We have a 

great selection of 
inventory from ATV, UTV, 

and sport SXS

847-818-8849 • ROUTE12POWERSPORTS.COM
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EVENTSEVENTS
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

November 7th: 
54th Annual IASC Convention
Come join us as we celebrate 
during our annual convention.
Chestnut Mountain Resort
8700 W. Chestnut Mountain Rd.
Galena, IL 61036
To make your reservation, call 
1-800-397-1320 and mention 
IASC Group CODE SNO

DECEMBERDECEMBER

December 5th: 
2026 KnightRiders Clearwater 
Classic Vintage Snowmobile 
Show Swap Meet
Registration from 9:00-11:00
Trophy Presentation at 1:00
Cleveland Bar and Grill
295 SW Cleveland Ave.
McIntosh, MN 56556
Call Paul Nelson at
(218)280-0133 for more 
information

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

February 21st: 
Bay City Bluff Busters 
Vintage Show
Starts at 9am 
Annual vintage show and ride 
event weather permitting
The Bluffs Bar@Grill
N1833 785th St. 
Hager City, WI 54014
For more information, contact 
Roger 715 495 8836 or Will 
651 380 6329

JUNEJUNE

June 9th-12th: 
59th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress 
Little America Hotel
500 South Main Street
Salt Lake City, UT 84101
Call  801-596-5700 and 
mention ISC2027
Room block Utah Snowmobile 
Associtation. Book online at 
https://reservations.travelclick.
com/4650?groupID=5325336

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   

On November 7, 2026, we will hold 
our 54th annual convention. This 
event has changed throughout 
the years, but the purpose has 
remained the same. Although we 
conduct business, this is the one 
time a year we can get together 
with club members from other 
areas and connect. 

Members are given the opportunity to be heard 
and learn from other members. We also recognize 
members’ accomplishments during our awards 
ceremony. If you have someone you feel has been a 
part of your club or region’s success, there is still time 
to nominate them. The nomination forms can be found 
on our website. 

On Saturday morning, we hold informational seminars 
that cover topics of interest to the snowmobiling 
community. In the afternoon, we hold the annual 
meeting where we elect board members. Each member 
of the board is elected to a one-year term. This year we 
have two open seats. The annual meeting lays out our 
direction for the coming year and allows members to 
take part in deciding that. Saturday evening, we have 
our banquet and some fundraising events. The evening 
events include lots of time to catch up with old friends 
and make new ones!

If you haven’t attended the convention in the past, 
consider joining us! The Galena area has many things 
to do and see if you decide to extend your stay.

A NOTE FROM 
THE TREASURER

Carol Bly-Julian
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715.476.2389 INFO@MERCERCC.COM

#MeetmeinMercer#MeetmeinMercer#MeetmeinMercer
Mercer has 250 Miles of Snowmobile Trails 

Variety of riding from the former railroad grade, to heavily forested land, to the
wide open spaces across the Flowage. 

Riders understand why Iron County is the Snow Capital of Wisconsin.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
MERCER, WI

NEW EVENT! 

FEBRUARY 1-28, 2027
MONTH LONG RUN

HAPPENING IN MERCER, WI
& THE SURROUNDING AREA!
THROTTLE THROUGH THE

NORTHWOODS! 
MERCERCC.COM

Connect with
Snowmobiling
Connect with
Snowmobiling

Snowmobiling has a way of bringing people together and bridging 
communities. There’s no better way to get the most out of winter. 
Spend time with family and friends, explore new places, and 
experience nature’s beauty. You’ll see winter in a whole new way … 
all from your snowmobile.
Winter ’s more fun on a snowmobile. Find out more at 
www.gosnowmobiling.org.



IASC Illinois Snowmobiler      www.ilsnowmobiler.com       To Advertise, Call 630-894-0934       November 2026       Page 10



IASC Illinois Snowmobiler      www.ilsnowmobiler.com       To Advertise, Call 630-894-0934       November 2026       Page 11



By Georgia Herman

Foundation of 
Northwest Illinois

One of the objectives of the Foundation 
of Northwest Illinois is to help nonprofits 
carry out their work by awarding grants 
that most align with their charitable 
interests. They are not allowed to give 
money directly to individuals.

On April 17th, Lena, IL, experienced an 
EF-2 tornado. The Foundation offered a 
$100,000 matching grant to assist the area. Our club saw 
this as an opportunity to help the community recover, and 
donated $1000.

The Cedarville Snow Travelers have a core of dedicated 
families who assist with our fundraiser in the spring that 
offer meat and basket raffles, a 50/50, a $5 for $100 wheel, 
and a live auction. Everything is donated so our only cost is 
the county raffle license.

In addition, this summer we held our first golf outing in 
Orangeville at The Ville. We were pleased at the amount of 
profit we obtained, and the complimentary comments of 
the participants. 

We also raised funds by selling IASC raffle tickets and 
calendars for the Tri-County Alliance.

Here’s an idea you could try. We put donation containers 
by the gambling machines in all the businesses on our trail. 
Since the fall of 2022, we have collected $795. It states, 
”Cash out too little?” We will take it.” 

We also had a sign holder welded to the top of our drag 
that holds 5 signs. So, we sell advertising to 10 businesses. 
Initially, they pay for their ad to be placed on the board and 
we charge them $50 a season. So far, we have raised $2300 
with those ads.

These money raisers have allowed us the opportunity to 
purchase 2 sign trailers, a sign separator, a mower for 
our New Holland tractor and one for a side by side. The 
cultimulcher we bought helps us maintain smooth trails 
through the fields. 

These efforts also allow us to support charities. We have 
donated to the Cedarville Lions Leader Dog Program, the 
Cedarville Fire District, Jane Addams Park Foundation, 
Voices, Salvation Army and the IASC programs. This fall we 
will vote on other charities to help.

Cedarville  
Snow Travelers
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Your local snowmobile club is essential to keeping the 
sport alive. Its volunteers who spend countless hours 
creating and maintaining trails, including placing the 
orange trail markers you see each fall, a task that many 
riders may take for granted. Every snowmobiler should 
join a club and contribute some time to help sustain the 
sport. Even a few hours of volunteering here and there 
can make a tremendous difference.

Across North America, local club volunteers, not 
government agencies, create, mark, and maintain 
snowmobile trails. Grant programs may help fund signs, 
stakes, bridge lumber, but volunteers provide all the labor. 
You could ride from most states into Canada entirely on 
trails built and maintained by these volunteers, a truly 
remarkable achievement. 

Snowmobiling depends on local clubs, which create, 
maintain, and groom neighborhood trails. Volunteers 
from these clubs form regional or county organizations 
to connect trails and address regional issues. Volunteers 
from clubs, regions, and counties also form state 
associations to work on laws, grants, and other statewide 
matters. Volunteers from these groups work with the 
American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), 
which addresses snowmobiling issues with the federal 
government. Each June, volunteers from the United 
States, Canada, and Europe gather at the International 
Snowmobile Congress to discuss national issues. At 
every level, volunteers work together for a common 
cause. Without clubs and their members, the sport we 
love would not exist. 

Even more amazing is how small their numbers really 
are. Look at the number of registered sleds in each state. 
Then look at the number of club members in the same 
area. You would be lucky to find 15%, maybe 20% at the 

most, belonging to a club. We all need to get together 
and promote membership in our clubs if we want to 
survive. If you are reading this magazine and belong to 
a club, pat yourself on the back. If you do not belong 
to a club, it’s time to join one. The club membership is 
cheap compared to the cost of your sled and all the gear 
that goes with it. You will belong to a group of people 
who share your same passion, and you will have plenty 
of new people to ride with. Plus, it is fun on a beautiful 
fall day to be outside marking a trail, even more fun to 
ride down that trail in January knowing you marked that 
section.

I bet you could find a local club in your area, and I am sure 
they will get you the necessary info to join that club and 
be part of organized snowmobiling. Club membership 
is affordable, just plain cheap, and the benefit is you 
will meet a lot of people who share the same love of 
snowmobiling as you do. You will learn where all the trails 
are in your area, and snowmobile clubs have activities all 
year long. Think of all the fun and camaraderie, and once 
you join, you will never ride alone.

Let’s get every snowmobiler out there 
to join a club, and if you are already 
in a club, welcome these new 
people with open arms. Our 
sport, that we all love so 
very much, depends on it.

By Dwain “Duey” Stadie

Dear Snowmobiler...
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Arctic Cat Press Release

Late last week, Arctic Cat, a world-renowned manufacturer 
of high performance snowmobiles, ATVs and side-by-sides, 
announced that ARGO Xtreme Terrain Vehicles (XTVs), a 
global leader in amphibious off-road vehicles, will officially 
join the Arctic Cat family. 

The announcement builds on the April 24, 2025, acquisition 
of Arctic Cat by an investor group led by Brad Darling, 
President and CEO of ARGO. Since then, the Arctic Cat and 
ARGO teams have worked together to evaluate the best 
long-term strategy for both brands, their dealers and their 
customers. 

The alignment comes as the powersports industry continues 
to navigate shifting economic conditions, global supply 
challenges and evolving trade policies. After 18 months of 
collaboration, the path forward is clear: Arctic Cat and ARGO 
will align operations to strengthen product availability, 
enhance dealer support and create new opportunities 
across North American and international markets. 

“Arctic Cat is ready and excited to welcome the ARGO XTV 
lineup of amphibious vehicles to the family,” said Brad 
Darling, President and CEO of Arctic Cat. “This unique line of 
off-road products complements Arctic Cat’s strong lineup of 
snowmobiles, ATVs and side-by-sides, while expanding the 
solutions we can offer to dealers and customers who rely 
on capable vehicles for work, recreation and adventure.”

For additional information, visit arcticcat.com.

ARCTIC CAT WELCOMES 
ARGO XTV TO THE FAMILY
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Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
Hard to believe it will already be November 
when you are reading this. November is 
normally when harvest wraps up, clubs 
are able to access fields to brush and mark 
trails, and we can’t forget that Thanksgiving 
is right around the corner. As you’re marking 
trails this year, please stay safe. Just like 
snowmobiling, do not go by yourself. There 
are so many things that could go wrong in 
an instant that you just can’t take the chance 

of injury.  Especially with the riding season just around the corner! 
You don’t want to be laid up with an injury. Also make sure your 
signage is adequate. Are you giving enough notice to a rider of an 
upcoming intersection so that they will be able to stop safely in the 
distance to stop safely? What about ravines, culverts, and rough 
areas? All of those should be marked to the best of our ability. It’s 
easy for us who live in an area where we always ride to take for 
granted that the trails are marked well enough, while ignoring the 
fact that there are many who could be visiting the area for the first 
time and have no clue where they’re headed. 

Sled registration is another good thing to check into this time of 
year.  Checking that sticker earlier is definitely indefinitely better, 

but just make sure your registration is up to date. Sending in your 
registration really helps the state and clubs, using a portion of these 
monies to benefit the local trail system by awarding clubs grants for 
improvements, equipment purchases, etc. Your registration dollars 
matter! Remember that even if you do not ride in Illinois, if you 
reside in this state and own a sled, you are required to get your 
sled(s) registered in Illinois. Registration prices really don’t amount 
to much, given the price of a new sled these days. 

I veered off of the safety theme here, but I feel it was a worthwhile 
trip. In closing, stay safe, register your sled and have a blessed 
Thanksgiving.

Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. If you’re an 
experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know — and then take the quiz 
again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, 
work through each section first before taking the quiz to enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge about safe 
snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be sure to check local rules and 
requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators 
(IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Pre-registration is required. Call the number listed by the date and location of the class you wish to attend. Please note that most class sizes are 
limited. Instructors are volunteers and are not paid. Please remember to cancel your reservation if you find you cannot attend the class so that your 
spot can be filled by another student. For additional classes scheduled after the magazine deadline, please visit the IASC website or call the IDNR 
office at 800-832-2599 or 216-557-9206, the IASC office at 815-210-0587, Pat Pendergast at 309-344-2554. If you have lost your Snowmobile 
Safety Certificate verifying that you have passed the required safety class, visit the IDNR website at www.dnr.state.il.us/safety/safety.htm.

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
11/14/26            Pingree Grove & Countryside  10N255 Dittman Rd., Plato Center  Starting at 7:30am Joe Kurelo 815-370-4301   
  Fire Station          Sue Metz 847-217-2431

11/28/26            Leone’s Polaris   3061 E. 103rd Rd., Peru  8:00am-4:30pm     815-220-1780
 
12/12/26            Triple E Sales   1301 Division St., Orion  8:00am-4:00pm     Bob 309-368-0620
            Pat 309-335-4095

12/12/26            Lena Community Center  497 Lions Dr. Lena   8:00am-4:00pm     815-990-2652
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B L A C KB L A C K
F R I D A Y  S A L EF R I D A Y  S A L E
N O V  2 0 -   D E C  1 S T

20% OFF 
SKI-DOO & LYNX RIDING

GEAR

15% OFF 
s e l e c t

KLIM apparel

take an extra
10% off already discounted

clearance snow gear

20% OFF 
CAN-AM ATV & SSV

ACCESSORIES

get a $10
rob’s gift card
for every $100 spent

OIL SALE
IN-STORE ONLY

S H O P  I N - S T O R E  O R  O N L I N E !
WWW.SHOPROBSPERFORMANCE.COM
9 2 0 - 6 9 9 - 3 2 8 8  |  J O H N S O N  C R E E K ,  W I


