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Voss Signs 8TH

Happy New Year, I’m hoping 
as the calendar pages turn, our 
weather will as well.  We could 
use more cold and snow.  I was 
so excited for the start of the 
season which Mother Nature 
was quick to change up. 

It was great to see the groomers 
out trying to pack down what 
snow we had. I hope you all 

were able to get out for some early season riding.  With 
the start of the season comes the inevitable accidents. 
This year in my house, we have a new rider and the 
advice I give to him is repeated often.  No matter where 
you are riding this year, please ride within your ability, 
slow down and stay to the right.  

A couple of reminders, your club should have turned 
in their membership information to the IASC by 
December 31st. If your club hasn’t turned in their 
forms, please make sure this is completed ASAP. 

Year after year, I get the question about the differences 
in registrations and trail passes. If you have an Illinois 
driver’s license, you cannot purchase a trail pass. You 
must register your snowmobiles in Illinois.  Ah, but 
you are already registered in Wisconsin. That’s okay, 
you can dual register your sleds in both states. You 
can only purchase a trail pass if you have an out-of-
state driver’s license. If you have more questions, 
please let us know. 

This month, I want to take a few minutes to thank 
those that teach our Safety Education Program. They 
have already run several classes with more scheduled 
in the coming month. Thank you for your time and the 
energy spent making the classes fun and educational.

I hope you all have a great January riding wherever 
you are and hopefully Mother Nature takes her wrath 
out on Illinois so we can ride again here at home. 

Praying for Snow. 
Kai Steward, President

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward



By Robin Wall Sherman, IL – December 6, 2025

The Midwest Trailblazers hosted their 3rd Annual Christmas 
Party at the Sherman Athletic Club, bringing together 
members for an evening of fun, food, and giving back to 
the community. This year’s charitable focus was the Ronald 
McDonald House in Springfield, IL, and attendees also 
contributed non-perishable items for the local food pantry 
as part of the entry tradition.

The festivities kicked off at 5:30 PM with a delicious spread 
featuring Italian beef, fresh salads, desserts, and drinks. At 
6:00 PM, the crowd was entertained by Hipbone and the 
Joints, a fan-favorite band returning for the third year in a 
row. Their high-energy performance kept everyone dancing 
and engaged until 9:00 PM.

A highlight of the evening was the raffle baskets, expertly 
created by Treasurer Robyn Harms. Prizes included a 
Pit Boss Smoker, Ninja 65 Qt Frost Vault Cooler, Yeti 
Hopper Cooler, Ninja 13-in-1 Toaster Oven, Photo Printer, 
Milwaukee tools, and more. Thanks to Robyn’s efforts and 
the generosity of attendees, the raffle raised $1,066 for the 
Ronald McDonald House.

The club also held its annual gun raffle, awarding:

• First Prize: Mossberg Patriot .308 Win
• Second Prize: Springfield XD 9mm
• Third Prize: Byrna SD Launcher

Congratulations to all the winners!

Special thanks go to Lance Harms and Conner Claussen, 
who represented the next generation of snowmobilers by 
selling 50/50 raffle tickets with enthusiasm and skill.

We extend our gratitude to all members who contributed 
food, prizes, and their time to make this event a success. 

A big thank-you to the MTB Board for organizing another 
memorable celebration that combines fellowship with 
meaningful community impact.

Here’s to another great year on the trails and in our 
community!

President – Robin Wall
 Vice – President – Fiona Gillman
 Secretary – Rachel Thomas
 Treasurer – Robyn Harms 

Midwest Trailblazers 
Celebrate the Season with 
Charity and Community
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By Hunter Nikolai, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

So We Can Keep Riding

If you snowmobile long enough, you start to notice a 
pattern. Most accidents don’t happen because someone is 
new or inexperienced. They happen because someone got 
comfortable, rushed a ride, or thought, “I’ve done this a 
hundred times.” I’ve been there. Most of us have.

Snowmobiling is supposed to be fun. It’s freedom in the 
middle of winter. If we want to keep riding and keep access 
open, we have to look out for ourselves and each other.

That starts before you ever leave the driveway or parking lot. 
Taking a few minutes to look over your sled matters. Make 
sure the lights work, the brakes feel solid, and the skis, 
suspension, and track all look right. It’s easy to skip when 
the group is ready to go, but a quick check can prevent a 
breakdown or a bad situation miles from the truck.

Gear matters more than we sometimes admit. A helmet and 
eye protection shouldn’t be optional, even on short rides. 
Cold, wind, and blowing snow wear you down faster than 
you realize, and once you’re uncomfortable, your reaction 
time drops. Good gloves, boots, and layers don’t just keep 
you warm. They help you stay alert and ride better.

Every ride should have at least a basic plan. You don’t need 
anything complicated, but someone should know where 
you’re headed and when you expect to be back. Riding with 
others makes a difference, too. If a sled breaks down or 
someone goes down, having another rider there can turn a 
bad day into a manageable one.

Trail conditions can change fast. Snow hides more than 
just branches and rocks. Fence posts, culverts, gas line 
markers, drainage structures, and even fire hydrants can 

vanish under snow until you’re right on top of them. Flat 
light and low visibility make it even harder to spot trouble 
before it’s too late. Ride at a speed that matches what you 
can see and what the trail is giving you.

Ice deserves extra caution. In fact, there really is no such 
thing as safe ice. Snow-covered ice can look solid, but 
thickness can change in a matter of feet. Currents, culverts, 
springs, inlets, and changing water levels all weaken ice 
from below, even when temperatures stay cold. When it 
comes to ice, good judgment matters more than confidence. 
If you can’t clearly see the shoreline, know the water body, 
and confirm conditions, the safest decision is to stay off. 
No ride is worth guessing.

That same judgment matters everywhere else on the trail. 
Alcohol slows reaction time and clouds decision-making, 
which is why it shows up in serious snowmobile accidents 
year after year. If you’re riding, save the drinks for after the 
sleds are parked.

Respecting the trail and the people around you matters 
just as much. Stay on marked routes, follow signage, slow 
down around others, and respect private land. How we ride 
today affects whether we’re welcome back tomorrow.

Snowmobile safety isn’t about killing the fun. It’s about 
making sure we all get back to the truck, the cabin, or 
the trailer with stories to tell and plans to ride again next 
weekend. Take care of your sled, take care of yourself, and 
look out for each other.

See you on the trail.

Ride Smart
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715.476.2389 INFO@MERCERCC.COM

#MeetmeinMercer#MeetmeinMercer
Mercer has 250 Miles of Snowmobile Trails 

Variety of riding from the former railroad grade, to heavily forested land, to the
wide open spaces across the Flowage. 

Riders understand why Iron County is the Snow Capital of Wisconsin.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
MERCER, WI

NEW EVENT! 

FEBRUARY 12-15, 2026
4-DAY RUN

HAPPENING IN MERCER, WI
& THE SURROUNDING AREA!
THROTTLE THROUGH THE

NORTHWOODS! 
MERCERCC.COM

Visit us online at www.full-throttle-powersports.com

HUGE SELECTION 
of new and used 

snowmobiles in stock.

11003 US Route 20
West Lena, IL 61048
(815) 369-2153
We proudly offer the unmatched 
combination of high volume pricing 
with small town customer service. 



IASC Illinois Snowmobiler      www.ilsnowmobiler.com       To Advertise, Call 630-894-0934       January 2026       Page 7

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts

Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets, Helmets, Boots)

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com

 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

Over $50,000 in 

apparel in stock!

Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Red Ox Bar and Grill, Hampshire, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director
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Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY

WE HAVE 1 2025 
RXC 858 IN STOCK
Helmets, Jackets, Bibs, 
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts, 
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags, 
Goggles, Boots, Socks

ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

847.818.8849
1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We have 2026 ZR 858 and ZR 600 in stock 
and ready to hit the trails. 

EVENTSEVENTS
JANUARYJANUARY

January 24th: 
Music Trivia Night
Registration opens at 5:30pm, 
Trivia Starts at 7pm
Cedar Creek Hall
571 E. North St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

January 28th-February 1st: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: Trail Region
Watersmeet, Michigan
Meet: Saturday January 31
Ride: Thursday-Friday, 
January 29-30
Stay: Northern Waters  
Casino Resort
Reservations: 906-358-4226
$129 per night
For more info, contact Mark 
Hazzard: 815-985-5952

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

February 1st: 
Radar Run
Registration opens at 9:30 am, 
Speed runs start at 10 am
On Lake Storey
Just off Hwy. 150
Galesburg, IL 61401

February 18th-22nd: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: 
Mountain Region
West Yellowstone, MT
Meet: Friday February 20, 2026
Ride: Wednesday-Thursday, 
February 18-19 and Saturday, 
February 21.
Stay: Holiday Inn, 
West Yellowstone
Reservations: 406-646-7365
$149 per night
For more info, contact Bert 
Miller: 307-899-3419

JUNEJUNE

June 3rd-6th: 
58th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress
Embassy Suites Hotel and 
Conference Center
12520 Westport Pkwy
La Vista, NE 68128
Call  402-331-7400 and 
mention ISC2026

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   



By Gary Shoppenhorst, Originally Published in Wisconsin Snowmobile News

Do you remember what you were doing during the record-setting cold 
wave at the end of January and the first week of February 1996? Eight 
snowmobilers from Wisconsin won’t soon forget that week and hope 
they won’t have to endure temperatures like that again.

We left Portage, Wis., on Super Bowl Sunday, January 28 heading north 
to International Fall Minnesota where we stayed at the Falls Motel. The 
Falls Motel offers excellent accommodations, a courtesy van to shuttle 
you wherever you want to go and hosts second to none. We had decided 
to trailer the snowmobiles to Fort Frances, Ontario, on Monday morning 
so we left them on the trailer and took advantage of the courtesy van to 
go downtown and watch the Super Bowl. The temperature was dropping 
like a stone so we called it a night after the game to get an early start in 
the morning.

Monday morning after breakfast we trailered the machines to the 
Rendezvous Motel in Fort Frances, unloaded and took the vehicles back 
to the Falls Motel. Rod Milender, owner of the Falls Motel, gave us a ride 
back to the Rendezvous Motel where we joined the other six guys and 
took off. This would turn out to be the warmest day of our trip. As we left 
Fort Frances the temperature was minus 7 and falling.

Day one turned out to be pretty rough riding because of a large storm that 
had just gone through and the trails hadn’t been groomed yet. We stayed 
in Kenora, Ontario, Monday night after putting on about 175 miles.

Tuesday morning we headed into 
Manitoba from Kenora, riding to 
Falcon Lake. Because of the extreme 
cold, the biggest problem we had 
was the face masks on our helmets  
frosting up. We had to stop more 
often than we normally do to unfrost. 
Two of the guys, Bill and Mike B, 
had real problems with their glasses 
frosting up. From Tuesday through 
Saturday morning the temperatures 

never got above minus 30. After the first day, we couldn’t keep accurate 
temperature records because the thermometer Mike wears on the zipper 
of his coat froze.

Warm again, we left Falcon Lake and rode northwest to Seven Sister Falls 
stopping for another defrosting. After refueling and eating we headed back 
to Rennie where we stayed the night. Every morning the temperatures 
were between minus 50 and minus 60. It is amazing how stiff the engines 
are in the morning and yet still start relatively easily. Other than a couple 
of fouled plugs here and there, we had no problems at all.

Wednesday morning we left Rennie and headed back to Falcon Lake for 
breakfast and a warmup. I can still picture Dennis jumping up and down 
on the seat of his VMax-4 to try to soften it up, no luck! From Falcon 
Lake, I called Randy Wiebe of the Border Valley Sno- goers Club. Prior 
to our trip, I had contacted Fay McEachern, a director with the Central 
Snowmobile Association of Manitoba. She recommended Randy who 
had volunteered to guide us from Woodridge Manitoba through south 
central Manitoba. Wednesday night, we stayed in Woodridge at the Trail 
Head. (excellent accommodations) and had great food and hospitality at 

the Woodridge Inn. Wherever we went in Canada the people were very 
friendly and helpful and the trails were usually great.

Thursday morning we were told it 
was 57 below zero. All temperatures 
mentioned are actual temperatures. 
I calculated the wind chills between 
minus 100 and minus 150 on the 
three coldest days. After a good 
breakfast, Randy and his friend 
Glen guided us west through south 
central Manitoba. Manitoba has 
excellent trails, but they are not fully 
developed on a provincial scale. This 

leaves gaps from one club to another in areas of the province with no 
connecting trails. Without Randy and Glen we would have had a very 
hard time making it across this area. Randy had let the groomer crew 
know we were coming and his club’s trails were excellent. Just a few 
miles from Randy’s house near Altona, he burned a piston when cracks 
in his carb boots leaned out the fuel too much. Randy has a snowmobile 
shop, so he picked up a second sled and we were on our way. We wanted 
to spend one night in North Dakota, but as the saying goes, there was no 
room in the inn so we stayed in Emerson, Manitoba. After having a good 
visit with Randy and Glen, they headed home. All of us can’t speak highly 
enough of the people we met and rode with in Manitoba and just wish to 
say thanks again.

Friday morning, with Grygla as our destination, we headed into Minnesota 
via Thief River Falls. Since wind chills ranged from minus 100 to minus 
150, we didn’t stop and shoot the bull very often on the trail. Norm fell 
in love with his handlebar gauntlets, so much so that he would never get 
off his machine when I would stop to make sure everyone was alright or 
when we had to stop because we couldn’t see through the frost anymore. 
The Thief River Falls groomer had broken down and the trails weren’t in 
good shape. We were very happy to get off the wide open prairie and into 
the woods once we got through Thief River Falls.

On Saturday, we thought we were in heaven, the trails were excellent from 
Grygla to International Falls and the temperature rose to a high of minus 
16. Saturday evening when we arrived at the Falls Motel, my Chevrolet 
Suburban started, but Norm’s Ford pickup wouldn’t. With Rod’s help we 
got Norm’s pickup going. We were given a ride downtown for a good 
supper and one of our guys, Steve, won the local dance contest doing his 
“Snowmobiling Boot Scootin’ Boogie”! We called for the courtesy van 
back to the motel and got a good night’s sleep for our long drive back to 
Portage.

Those making the deep freeze trip of ‘96 were: Steve Pate, Bill Mootz, 
Phil Schultz, Mike Bartnick, Norm Bartnick, Mike Mueller, Dennis Koss 
and me. We ended up putting on just under 1000 miles in six days, much 
less than normal for us, though we’re not sure what normal should be for 
50-60 below zero. Next year we plan to circle Lake Superior! Thanks for 
the memories and our northern neighbors (friends) are always welcome 
in Wisconsin.

Cold Wave? What Cold Wave?
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December 9, 2025 Arctic Cat Press Release: John Prusak, jprusak@arcticcat.com

(THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN) – Throughout the Snowbelt and 
across various rider classes, a talented group of Team Arctic 
racers aboard their Arctic Cat ZR 600 R-XC snowmobiles will 
be vying for points championships on various cross-country 
circuits this winter. This group includes past champions, rising 
stars, returning veterans and more – all aiming for personal glory 
while also providing invaluable feedback that pushes forward the 
excellence of Arctic Cat snowmobiles of today and tomorrow.

Cross-country racing has always been vital because it closely 
mirrors how consumers utilize their own snowmobiles – weaving 
on twisting trails, pounding in ditches, zooming on laketops, 
zipping down firelanes and more – except in hyper-competitive 
situations. Team Arctic’s rich history in cross-country racing is 
reflected in the ultra-capable machines it designs and builds to 
this day.

A broad and deep group of Team Arctic racers will be chasing 
trophies on the Arctic Cat Catalyst-based ZRs in all major classes 
on the Cor PowerSports circuit in the Upper Midwest. Team 
Arctic Pro class riders include Matt Feil, Jesse Hallstrom, Zach 
Herfindahl and Ben Langaas, plus Gabby Hallstrom, Rachel 
Wimpfheimer and Frankie Omang in Pro Women’s. Look for 
them to be particularly competitive when the going gets rough.

In the Semi-Pro division on the Cor circuit, returning riders 
Kegan Houser, Derek Kloety, Austin Kody and Brady Wadena will 
be joined by last year’s Sport Stock champion Elliot Clark and 
Sport Stock third-place rider Braden Sillerud. Returning Team 
Arctic racer Marcus Moldashal will compete in the new Semi-Pro 
Improved class. Team Arctic Sport class rider Kyle Quesenberry 
will be joined by former Juniors class riders like Trig Anderson, 
Rielly Clark, Brady Wimpfheimer and Axle Amsdon. Look for 
Braden Diesen moving up to Juniors and Expert classes and 
Kynsie Diesen returning as a force in Jr Boys and Girls classes. 
Masters class champ Todd Seaverson and multi-class racer Jon 
Arneson are also back for another season.

In continued support, the factory Arctic Cat race trailer will 
be available to offer support to all of Team Arctic at every Cor 
PowerSports race this season.

Cross-country racing isn’t exclusive to the Upper Midwest – and 
neither is Team Arctic. In the Northeast, look up front this winter 

to find the Arctic Cat ZR 600 R-XC sleds of Pro class riders TJ 
Leach, Adam Levi, Ken Murphy, Ian Smith, Brock Young and 
Michael Young leading the way.

In fact, you’ll see supported Team Arctic racers tackling the 
terrain on circuits from Quebec and eastern Canada all the way to 
the rugged Alaskan outback, including the team of Wyatt Halek-
Hooper and Adam Stafford in the Iron Dog Pro class. Some Team 
Arctic cross-country stars will also contend in enduro and oval 
sprint races at the sport’s biggest events this season.

“We have a strong group competing in all classes on the Cor 
PowerSports circuit this season, and a good schedule to chase,” 
said Mike Kloety, the Team Arctic Race Manager. “With this early 
start to winter and a lot more snow expected this season, we 
should have more full-terrain races. That is where the lightweight 
and agile Catalyst chassis ZRs can really showcase their unique 
advantages.

“Also exciting are the up-and-coming XC race circuits out East, 
with the Adirondack series taking center stage,” Kloety continued. 
“We have a strong group of racers in place out East as well, and 
I am hoping we can help continue to grow that circuit.”

Get out and cheer on the Team Arctic racers this winter. Their 
success today helps drive innovation to make you a leader on 
your machine tomorrow.

Arctic Cat Has Deep, Strong 
Cross-Country Team for 2025-26

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
John Prusak 

jprusak@arcticcat.com 
arcticcat.com 

 
 
 

Arctic Cat Has Deep, Strong Cross-Country Team for 2025-26 
 
(THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN December 9, 2025) – Throughout the Snowbelt and across various rider 
classes, a talented group of Team Arctic racers aboard their Arctic Cat ZR 600 R-XC snowmobiles 
will be vying for points championships on various cross-country circuits this winter. This group 
includes past champions, rising stars, returning veterans and more – all aiming for personal 
glory while also providing invaluable feedback that pushes forward the excellence of Arctic Cat 
snowmobiles of today and tomorrow.  
 
Cross-country racing has always been vital because it closely mirrors how consumers utilize their 
own snowmobiles – weaving on twisting trails, pounding in ditches, zooming on laketops, 
zipping down firelanes and more – except in hyper-competitive situations. Team Arctic’s rich 
history in cross-country racing is reflected in the ultra-capable machines it designs and builds to 
this day.  
 
A broad and deep group of Team Arctic racers 
will be chasing trophies on the Arctic Cat 
Catalyst-based ZRs in all major classes on the Cor 
PowerSports circuit in the Upper Midwest. Team 
Arctic Pro class riders include Matt Feil, Jesse 
Hallstrom, Zach Herfindahl and Ben Langaas, 
plus Gabby Hallstrom, Rachel Wimpfheimer and 
Frankie Omang in Pro Women’s. Look for them to 
be particularly competitive when the going gets 
rough.  
 
In the Semi-Pro division on the Cor circuit, 
returning riders Kegan Houser, Derek Kloety, Austin Kody and Brady Wadena will be joined by 
last year’s Sport Stock champion Elliot Clark and Sport Stock third-place rider Braden Sillerud. 
Returning Team Arctic racer Marcus Moldashal will compete in the new Semi-Pro Improved 
class. Team Arctic Sport class rider Kyle Quesenberry will be joined by former Juniors class 
riders like Trig Anderson, Rielly Clark, Brady Wimpfheimer and Axle Amsdon. Look for Braden 
Diesen moving up to Juniors and Expert classes and Kynsie Diesen returning as a force in Jr Boys 
and Girls classes. Masters class champ Todd Seaverson and multi-class racer Jon Arneson are 
also back for another season.  
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Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
How can it be time for the January article already? It seems 
like I just sent in my December article not that long ago. I 
was probably late submitting it, so maybe it wasn’t that 
long ago. January usually brings winter full on, sometimes 
here in Illinois, but almost always in the Northwoods. We 
have been fortunate enough to have a couple of modest 
snowfalls and some cold temps already this season. It’s 
been a while since Illinois started out winter like this and 
we’re definitely ready for it. Let’s hope the cooler temps and 
precipitation hang around for a while. We certainly must 
be living right, we had snow at our annual Convention in 
Galena, snow at the snowmobile safety course I co-taught 
and the Cornbelt Driftbusters had snow at their annual 
Christmas Party! Nothing to brighten up any snowmobile 
related event than a bunch of snowflakes falling, eh?   

Instructors, have you hosted/taught a class yet? I was a little disappointed in the students 
in my class. They were less than enthusiastic about being there. They seemed even less 
excited about snowmobiling in general, which is hard for me to understand. I guess I’m 
going to have to work harder and put a little more effort into the presentation. Please feel 
free to share suggestions on how to keep a class fun and interesting with me and I will 
include them in a future article.  

Do you have a trip planned for January or February? Remember to take pictures and 
share your story with the magazine for everyone to enjoy. It’s always fun to hear about 
a trip from another snowmobiler. Make sure if you do travel to check trail and lake 
conditions with some of the clubs in the region you are traveling to. They are your best 
source for good, solid info and may save you the hassle of a long drive with no good 
reason to be there. Granted, there is plenty to do in most areas, but if you are driving that 
far to ride, you certainly don’t want to go and not have any snow covered trails to enjoy. 
Clubs also have good information on lakes.  Whether it is about ice thickness, presence 
of ice heaves, etc., you’ll be glad you checked in with them. Ice heaves can be very bad 
if no one notices them and gets the chance to mark them or put signage up. Bogs are 
another area to look out for if things haven’t frozen hard yet. The UP and Minnesota both 
have their share of bogs and they can take a while to get enough snow packed down and 
frozen to make them passable. Here comes my annual reminder about lakes and their 
marked trails. If the trail is marked across a lake, it has had the ice thickness checked and 
you know it is safe for travel. So as tempting as the untouched snow off to the right or 

left of the marked trail is, you can’t be sure that the ice thickness is the same as along the 
marked trail. There could be a spring or current present that keeps the ice from forming 
as thick as where the trail is, or an ice heave could be out there that is hard to see. Either 
scenario could spell disaster for a fun trip. 

Speaking of snowmobile safety,  (I was, wasn’t I?) International Snowmobile Safety 
Week is January 10-18, 2026. This is promoted by the International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association (ISMA) to raise awareness for safe snowmobiling. Whether 
they are talking about safety education training (trail or avalanche), proper clothing, the 
buddy system, etc., all are equally important. If you haven’t held a class yet, or if you have 
a club meeting coming up, try to incorporate something safety-related into your event 
and get the word out about Snowmobile Safety Week.  

Check out ISMA’s website, gosnowmobiling.org, lots of good ideas there as well. You 
can also check out the American Council of Snowmobile Associations’ (ACSA) website, 
snowmobilers.org, for a whole bunch of snowmobile-related ideas and info. You are an 
ACSA member, right?  I’m going to sign off now, I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas 
and wish you all a prosperous New Year. Ride safe and stay to the right!

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGETEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
When crossing a road, what should you 
do to ensure you can see and be seen?

a) Stand up on your snowmobile and cross quickly     
b) Stand up on your snowmobile and cross at a 
     reasonable speed
c) Cross the road at an angle
d) Wear a fluorescent vest

Answer: b) Stand up on your snowmobile and cross at a reasonable speed.

Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. 
If you’re an experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know 
— and then take the quiz again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve 
learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, work through each section first before taking the quiz to 
enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge 
about safe snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be 
sure to check local rules and requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of 
Snowmobile Administrators (IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails 
Program administered by the U.S. Department of Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
1/3/26            H.Q. Kane Cnty Forest Preserve  1996 Kirk Rd., Geneva   8:00am-4:30pm     Ron 630-546-8058
            rgjulian@comcast.net

1/3/26            Public Safety and Operations Building.  19808 W Grand Ave., Lake Villa  8:00am-5:00pm     Nataly 847-968-3404
  Training Room

1/17/26            McHenry County Sheriff’s Office  2200 N. Seminary Road, Woodstock 8:00am-4:00pm     Register at 
          www.mchenrysheriff.org/snowmobileclass/
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