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Voss Signs 8TH

I want to start this month off by 
thanking our volunteers again.  
We had a great convention in 
Galena and enjoyed the first 
snowfall in Illinois.  The snow 
really excited our volunteers 
and hopefully you all  had a 
great turn out marking trails and 
preparing for this upcoming 
winter.  Our association and the 

Illinois trails would not be what we are today without 
all of you. 

Speaking of convention, one of the take aways from our 
seminar on both land owner relations and insurance is 
to be prepared and plan ahead.  If there is anything we 
can assist your club with, or if you need help with an 
issue or direction, please let us know. 

The month of December also brings a few classes for 
our Safety Education Program.  Our Facebook page 
and our website will have a list of in-person classes.  
Thank you to Polaris for supporting our program and 
donating 3 complete suits to students of our in-person 
safety education classes.

The last few years our hopes for a plentiful snow 
season have been dashed, but this first snowfall and 
the weather has given me hope that we will have a 
great season. 

I hope you and your families have a Merry Christmas 
and Holiday Season and as always we will be praying 
Mother Nature takes her wrath out in the form of snow 
for Illinois. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Kai Steward

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
John Prusak 

jprusak@arcticcat.com 
arcticcat.com 

 
Arctic Cat Is Accelerating with New Additions 

 
(THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN November 11, 2025) – Boldly charging into the future with renewed energy, Arctic 
Cat’s shared mission of building a company of riders for riders has the throttle to the bars.   
 
Key areas of focus have been within the sales and customer service teams. With recent additions adding to an 
already strong core, our veteran sales team now has a combined 300-plus years of professional powersports 
industry experience.  
 
Recent additions include district sales manager Brock Fischer covering Texas and Oklahoma; Tracy Burkhart 
covering Minnesota, North and South Dakota; Tim Miller covering Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and 
Connecticut; Kelly Rees covering Kentucky, Virginia, West Virginia and the District of Columbia; and Mark 
Mackin covering New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland/Labrador.  
 
Arctic Cat District Sales Managers are in the field every day—supporting their existing dealers, signing new 
partners, and providing hands-on support to the network in their local markets. Their work is a direct driver of 
Arctic Cat’s growth and a reflection of our commitment to strong, long-term dealer relationships. The 
addition of recent team members only enhances an already impressive team that, combined, has professional 
experience at more than 20 OEMs, aftermarket 
companies, distributors, and dealerships. Regional 
Sales Directors Eric Bondy, Derek Jordahl and 
Kevin Asselin are nearing the end of their search 
to cap off this impressive team of dealer partners.  
 
Arctic Cat is actively recruiting and signing high-
quality dealerships with a focus and promise to 
never oversaturate a market, offering dealers the 
opportunity to grow their businesses. Since the new 
ownership group received the keys back in April, 
there has been a rally cry from dealers who are ready to support a brand that believes in their products, 
employees and their future of offering premium products to their consumers. This support has so far 
increased new Arctic Cat’s dealer interest two-fold with goals to continue at a measured pace, placing Arctic 
Cat products and quality dealer service closer to consumers who live to ride.  
 
Commenting on Arctic Cat’s approach for dealer relations, Brad Darling, President and CEO, states, “We are a 
company of riders who work to understand and anticipate our dealer’s needs, and those of their customers. 
We are a committed partner that provides the best products and support, ensuring Arctic Cat is a successful 
addition to their business.”  
 
Based on the feedback and energy coming from the fall snowmobile and offroad shows, current Arctic Cat 
dealers have overwhelmingly expressed that Arctic Cat riders are raising their flags to let everyone know, 
“Riders Rule.”    
 
About Arctic Cat Arctic Cat has been a leader in the offroad industry since 1962. Arctic Cat markets its Snowmobile, ATV and SXS products 
through a network of independent dealers located throughout the United States and Canada and through distributors representing dealers in 
Europe, South America, the Middle East, Asia and other international markets. 
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A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

On November 7, 2025, the Illinois 
Association of Snowmobile Clubs kicked 
off our annual convention at Chestnut 
Mountain, in Galena, Illinois. Over the 
years the format for the convention has 
changed, but the desire for time to get 
together and visit with snowmobilers 
from all over the state remains 
unchanged. Friday night the Convention 
committee scheduled a mixer which 
gave the attendees an opportunity to sit 

down and swap stories with people you sometimes only see once a 
year. The mixer lasts late into the night, but it is worth losing sleep 
to reconnect with old friends.

On Saturday, the formal schedule began with an 8am seminar. Sam 
Landes was the speaker and his presentation topic centered on 
resolving access issues with landowners. Sam was inducted into 
the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame in 2025 and based on 
his background I can see why. In his presentation he provided many 
insights on things that worked and did not work with landowners. I 
had many takeaways from the presentation, but two simple things 
stuck with me. First, determine what you want and why you want it. 
Second, consider what the response will be. I cannot say that this is 
the first time I have considered these two ideas in my life, but I never 
considered them when trying to resolve a conflict. If you start with 
these two things you can build a strategy from there. After Sam’s 
presentation, we had an insurance seminar with Kelly O’Donnell, the 
owner of V&V Insurance, as the speaker. V&V Insurance has been 
the insurance agency that has covered many Illinois snowmobile 
clubs for decades. Kelly presented a wealth of information about 
the different types of insurance coverage clubs have, and the 
importance of each type. Kelly’s presentation also coincided with 
Sam’s presentation, as Kelly discussed the insurance coverage 
landowners get when snowmobile trails cross their property. Armed 
with the information from both these presenters, we are ready to go 
out and get permission to use private and public land for trails.

Once our minds were filled with knowledge, it was time for lunch! 
Our lunch speaker this year was Hank Armbrecht. His presentation 
was a travelog style account of an annual trip he hosts called the 
brew tour. Hank is no stranger to Illinois snowmobiling, as he and 
his wife Kim were longtime members of clubs in Illinois before 
they moved to upper Michigan. It was great to have an old friend 
of many of the people in the room talk about the fun he has had 

snowmobiling. He invited us all to participate in his annual ride too!

Next, we had the IASC annual meeting. If you do not have the 
time to attend the entire convention, you should try to get a club 
representative to this meeting. During the annual meeting we 
vote on the budget and hold the election for the executive board 
members. Often, things are brought up during these meetings that 
affect all clubs throughout the state. If you can find no other reason 
to attend the convention, this meeting is the time that you can voice 
your club’s concerns. This year’s executive board remained the 
same as last year. Kia Stewart as President, Kaite Polhill as Vice 
President, Jessica Dicker as Secretary, Don Schaefer as Member at 
Large, and yours truly as Treasurer. Well enough about business, let 
us get back to fun!

Since the convention has been reduced to one packed day, the next 
thing on the agenda was the banquet. During the banquet awards 
are given out. This year’s award recipients are all very deserving 
dedicated snowmobilers. The Harry Kroll/Mel Blaurock award went 
to Scott Helmer, Snowmobiler of the year is Mason Long, the Sam 
Madonia award went to Mark Hazzard, the Family of the year went 
to the Diddens family, the snowmobile club of the year was German 
Valley, the Glue award went to Brad Pfile, and Dealer of the year was 
Full Throttle. The SEP instructor of the year is Kaite Polhill, with 
Steve Simmons taking first place, Layla Mora taking second place, 
and Dirks McLaughlin taking third place in the Polaris challenge. 
The Scholarships were awarded, first place went to Abigail Fellows, 
and second place went to Maren Davis. Congratulations to all the 
winners! We were even blessed by snowfall during the banquet, and 
some children that will remain nameless had a great time bringing 
snow in from outside. I hope this is a sign that the upcoming season 
will be filled with rideable snow!

No convention would be complete without the Scholarship auction. 
Every year the auction takes place at the end of the night on 
Saturday. Speaking from my experience, this auction can get a little 
crazy with people getting into bidding wars on donated items, but 
it is all harmless fun to raise money for the Scholarships we award. 
I am always amazed at the generosity of the attendees. It is truly a 
good cause, and people recognize that.  

As the evening came to a close, we said goodbye to friends and 
wished everyone safe travels home. Next year, the convention will be 
held again at Chestnut Mountain on November 6th and 7th. I hope 
to see you all there!

Carol Bly-Julian

Convention 2025 Celebrating 53 Years of Organized Snowmobiling in Illinois



August Hampshire White Riders 
Snowmobile Club Update
By Dwain “Duey” Stadie
Coon Creek Country Days took place in Hampshire this past 
August. The event featured a range of events including a 
carnival, craft and vendor booths, beer garden, live musical 
performances, food vendors, fireworks, raffles, a corn 
boil, 5K and 10K runs, as well as a parade. Speaking of 
the parade, the Hampshire White Riders Snowmobile Club 
once again had our groomer in the parade, and we gave 
out 3,000 suckers. Two things about this year’s parade; it 
took longer to powerwash the groomer and drag than to 
decorate it. I cannot believe how dusty it got sitting in the 
barn over the summer. Second, in the past 30+ years, I have 
never seen it rain during the parade. Dan and I stayed nice 
and dry in the groomer’s cab. We even had to turn a wiper 
on for a minute, but the back of the groomer was filled with 
grandkids who got soaked. Great fun and good PR. Thanks 
to everyone who helped Dan Eiklor, Becky Haseman, Scott 
Haseman, Matt Stadie, Alaina Stadie, Clayton Stadie, Luke 
Stadie, Dean Stadie and Dwain Stadie.

Second, the Hampshire White Riders Again helped the 
Early Times Street Rods Car Club with the Suds and Fun 
Car Show this past August. We helped fence in the park on 
Saturday and take down the fence on Sunday. We ran one 
entrance gate, had a food tent, and sold raffle tickets. A nice 

fundraiser for us and we had fun. Thanks to everyone who 
helped Becky Haseman, Scott Haseman, Randi Haseman, 
Austin Haseman, Cameron Haseman, Jeff Meindl, Kathy 
Meindl, Ed Hagendorn, Hallie Hagendorn, Dave Wright, 
Jerry Hirsell, Pat, Mike Navigato, Sherry Navigato, Chris 
Moore, Steve Gustafson, Linda Gustafson, Pete Fields, 
Jodi Fields, Ed Brettschneider, Genice Brettschneider, Kent 
Nussbaum, John Carmack, Kim Cermack, Keith Lima, 
Alaina Stadie, Clayton Stadie, Matt Stadie and Dwain Stadie. 

Every club needs volunteers, and we had a great turnout. 
Thanks again to everyone.
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Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY

Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Red Ox Bar and Grill, Hampshire, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director

 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

Over $50,000 in 

apparel in stock!

Do Your 
Black Friday Shopping 

With Us Friday 
and Saturday!
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WE HAVE 1 2025 
RXC 858 IN STOCK
Helmets, Jackets, Bibs, 
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts, 
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags, 
Goggles, Boots, Socks

ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

847.818.8849
1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We have 2026 ZR 858 and ZR 600 in stock 
and ready to hit the trails. 

Do your 
holiday 

shopping 
with us!

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts

Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets, Helmets, Boots)

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com

EVENTSEVENTS
DECEMBERDECEMBER

December 6th: 
Midwest Trailblazers 
3rd Annual Christmas Party
5:30pm – 10:00pm
Fundraiser for Ronald 
McDonald House, Springfield, 
IL and Food Drive for Local 
Food Pantry
Food provided, Hipbone Sam 
Band, Cash Bar, Gift Basket 
Raffles - Open to the public
Sherman Athletic Club
300 1st St., Sherman, IL 62684

JANUARYJANUARY

January 24th: 
Music Trivia Night
Registration opens at 5:30pm, 
Trivia Starts at 7pm
Cedar Creek Hall
571 E. North St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

January 28th-February 1st: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: Trail Region
Watersmeet, Michigan
Meet: Saturday January 31
Ride: Thursday-Friday, 
January 29-30
Stay: Northern Waters  
Casino Resort
Reservations: 906-358-4226
$129 per night
For more info, contact Mark 
Hazzard: 815-985-5952

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

February 1st: 
Radar Run
Registration opens at 9:30 am, 
Speed runs start at 10 am
On Lake Storey
Just off Hwy. 150
Galesburg, IL 61401

February 18th-22nd: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: 
Mountain Region
West Yellowstone, MT
Meet: Friday February 20, 2026
Ride: Wednesday-Thursday, 
February 18-19 and Saturday, 
February 21.
Stay: Holiday Inn, 
West Yellowstone
Reservations: 406-646-7365
$149 per night
For more info, contact Bert 
Miller: 307-899-3419

JUNEJUNE

June 3rd-6th: 
58th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress
Embassy Suites Hotel and 
Conference Center
12520 Westport Pkwy
La Vista, NE 68128
Call  402-331-7400 and 
mention ISC2026

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   



2025 IASC Winners

Dealer of the Year

Full Throttel

Harry Kroll &

Scott Helmer

Snowmobiler of the Year

Mason Long

Family of the Year

The Diddens Family

Club of the Year

German Valley
Sno-Riders

Sam Madonia Award

Mark Hazzard

Congratulations to 
this year’s winners 

for their contributions 
to organized 

snowmobiling in 
Illinois!

Mel Blaurock Award

Charles Metcale Award

Kaite Polhill

Glue Award

Brad Pfile
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Visit us online at www.full-throttle-powersports.com

HUGE SELECTION 
of new and used 

snowmobiles in stock.

11003 US Route 20
West Lena, IL 61048
(815) 369-2153
We proudly offer the unmatched 
combination of high volume pricing 
with small town customer service. 



IASC Illinois Snowmobiler      www.ilsnowmobiler.com       To Advertise, Call 630-894-0934       December 2025       Page 18

Connect with
Snowmobiling
Connect with
Snowmobiling

Snowmobiling has a way of bringing people together 
and bridging communities. There’s no better way to 
get the most out of winter. Spend time with family 
and friends, explore new places, and experience 
nature’s beauty. You’ll see winter in a whole new 
way … all from your snowmobile.
Winter ’s more fun on a snowmobile. Find out more 
at www.gosnowmobiling.org.
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Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. If you’re an 
experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know — and then take the quiz 
again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, 
work through each section first before taking the quiz to enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge about safe 
snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be sure to check local rules and 
requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators 
(IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
12/13/25            Oneida/Wataga Fire Station  316 S. Willard St., Wataga  8:00am-4:30pm     Bob 309-368-0620
            Pat 309-335-4095

12/13/25            Lena Community Center  497 Lions Dr., Lena   8:00am-4:30pm     815-990-2652

12/20/25            McHenry County Sheriff’s Office  2200 N. Seminary Road, Woodstock 8:00am-4:00pm     Register at 
          www.mchenrysheriff.org/snowmobileclass/

1/3/26            H.Q. Kane Cnty Forest Preserve  1996 Kirk Rd., Geneva   8:00am-4:30pm     Ron 630-546-8058
            rgjulian@comcast.net

1/17/26            McHenry County Sheriff’s Office  2200 N. Seminary Road, Woodstock 8:00am-4:00pm     Register at 
          www.mchenrysheriff.org/snowmobileclass/

Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
Greetings all, I hope everyone had a great 
Thanksgiving and maybe had a chance to see 
some white gold? By this time of year, most folks 
(other than me, that is) have their sleds prepped, 
trailer checked out and are ready to head out at a 
moment’s notice. With all of the hustle and bustle 
that tends to go along with the holiday season, 
make sure you stay focused when you are taking 
care of the snowmobile season preparations. If 
you have multiple sleds, keep records of what has 
been done to which sled. Even if someone else 

works on your sleds, keep track of everything. It 
makes it easy to see what maintenance will be coming due on what sled, 
just flip through a file or folder on your computer and there you have it. It’s 
also impressive when it comes time to sell or trade. Your sled registration 
is up to date, correct? Remember that sled registration dollars are the 
backbone of our state’s grant program. These monies are what help local 
clubs mark and maintain trails, so don’t sell us all short by not registering 
your sled in the state that you live in. If you’re an Illinois snowmobiler you 
most likely have a snowmobile trailer. Make sure the plates are up to date, 
tires are road-worthy and all of the lights are functional. Even if you have an 
aluminum trailer, the axles are most likely steel. And we all know what kinds 
of conditions our trailers are operating in, see if road salt has taken its toll 
on anything underneath the trailer deck. Wheel bearings are another biggie 
that should be on your list. A lot of trailers have smaller wheels on them and 
those bearings are spinning at high rates of speeds when you’re cruising 
along at 70 mph. There have been plenty of trailers parked along the side 
of the road with bearing failure as the reason. Don’t forget the spare tire(s) 

either, an easy one to overlook. Make sure it holds air, isn’t dry-rotted and 
the rim is in good condition. While you are checking the wheel bearings, 
tires, etc., try loosening the lug nuts. If they haven’t been removed for a 
long time they could be very hard to get out. Finding this out now vs on 
the shoulder along some highway on a frigid day with cars whizzing by 
makes for a much better repair scenario. It is much easier to deal with in 
your garage or shop where it’s warm and dry and you have all of the tools 
you need. Trailer safety is just as important as snowmobile safety, in my 
opinion. Trailer trouble can put both you and other drivers at risk, so don’t 
overlook simple things that could turn into bigger things and ruin a travel 
trip or get someone hurt before you even get to your destination. Wishing 
everyone a Merry Christmas, a Merry, white Christmas, that is! Ride safe, 
stay to the right. 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGETEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
You will take all of the following steps when 

you start your snowmobile. Which is the first step?

a) Cold engines should be choked and primed.
b) Place the key in the ignition
c) Set the parking brake.
d) Point your machine in a safe direction.

Answer: d) Point your machine in a safe direction.
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