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Voss Signs 8TH

The 52nd Annual IASC Convention at 
Chestnut Mountain Resort is around the 
corner on November 7th and 8th. It’s 
been a few years since we have made 
our way out to Region 6. I hope you all 
get a chance to enjoy some down time 
and explore this beautiful area.

While most people get a little down 
about the changing seasons, I see this 
as an exciting time to be a snowmobiler 

here in Illinois. Our season is quickly approaching, and the long-
range forecast looks promising for a great snow year. With all 
the snow in the forecast, I am proud to say Illinois will have four 
new groomers operational this year. Thank you to the individuals 
that made this happen. These efforts start at the club level with 
you, our club members that want to groom and make our trails 
better. Thank you to our regional officers that bring these wants 
and needs to the state level, our trail advisors, grant writers and 
everyone that continues to register their sleds each year. 

We regularly talk at the state level about the importance of 
registering your snowmobile here in Illinois, but do you know 
why it is important and where that money goes? First, when we 
get rideable snow, you have your sled stickered and ready to 
ride. Two, the money from your registration is deposited in the 
STEF and SNOW funds. From those funds the IASC and others 
write grants to pay for club and trail insurance, insurance for the 
equipment, groomer operation and maintenance, signs, posts, 
and this is where we are able to get matching funds for RTP grants. 
Multiple low snow years and the rising costs for insurance, signs 
etc., are depleting these funds. If folks continue to wait for snow 
to register their snowmobiles, we may not have the funds to pay 
insurance much less signs and maintenance costs. 

Speaking of insurance and trails… I cannot wait to sit in on the 
seminars about insurance from our agent, Kelly O’Donnell, and 
protecting land access/landowner relations from Sam Landes. 
Our convention committee has been working hard to make sure 
we have interesting, relevant topics to discuss. If you are not 
signed up, let us know. We’ll make room for you to enjoy the 
weekend out at Chestnut Mountain. It’s nice to have a venue that 
prays for good snow as much as we do. 

As always, we will hope and pray mother nature takes her wrath 
out on us in the form of snow.

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
John Prusak 

jprusak@arcticcat.com 
arcticcat.com 

 

Team Arctic Locks In Factory XC Race Team 
 
(THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN October 22, 2025) – Team Arctic is eagerly anticipating the coming winter, 
when it aims to reclaim its rightful place atop the cross-country racing world with a newly expanded 
factory team. 
 
Rising star Jesse Hallstrom will team with legendary racer Zach Herfindahl in the Team Arctic hauler in 
the Pro classes on the Cor PowerSports race circuit, while Derek Kloety returns to chase the Semi-Pro 
titles. Each will compete on Catalyst chassis-based ZR 600 R-XC models.   
 
Hallstrom, 19, of Thief River Falls, Minnesota, started his career racing Arctic Cat snowmobiles at age 4, 
when he learned what it takes to reach the podium. After spending the last three seasons with another 
team, he returns to his hometown roots with more experience and robust aspirations. “As I look ahead 
to this new chapter, I’m grateful for where I’ve been and even more energized for what’s to come being 
back on an Arctic Cat,” said Hallstrom.  
 
Herfindahl, 29, of Eagle River, Wisconsin, has already 
amassed 14 points championships, five cross-country 
I-500 victories and a Soo I-500 enduro win in his storied 
career – all aboard Arctic Cats. He is looking to build on 
that success in 2026 with his new teammate. “These are 
exciting times for Team Arctic,” Herfindahl said. “I am 
pumped about the addition of Jesse to our team.”  
 
Kloety, 21, of St. Hilaire, Minnesota, finished fourth in Semi-Pro Improved Stock last season, including 
two trips to the podium in five rounds. “I’m excited to have Jesse back on Cats where he belongs,” said 
Kloety. “We all work well together and are hoping we can all push each other to get faster.”  
 
Team Arctic Race Manager Mike Kloety added, “Jesse coming back to Team Arctic brings talent, youth 
and passion for the sport, plus a good Arctic Cat family heritage, all in one program. Having another good 
rider racing out of the factory trailer will provide more feedback, which will speed up our ability to get 
information and support to all of Cat’s racers.”   
 
This winter, Team Arctic will be showcasing a broad range of returning and new cross-country racers who 
each play a vital role in the team's efforts to chase checkered flags and continue development through 
competition. Also returning this season is the factory Arctic Cat race trailer, ready to offer support to all 
of Team Arctic at every Cor Powersports race. Look for more complete Arctic Cat race team details in 
coming weeks. And look for its racers at the front of the pack this winter.     
 
About Arctic Cat Arctic Cat has been a leader in the offroad industry since 1962. Arctic Cat markets its Snowmobile, ATV and SXS products 

through a network of independent dealers located throughout the United States and Canada and through distributors representing dealers in 

Europe, South America, the Middle East, Asia and other international markets. 
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By Dwain “Duey” Stadie

On Sunday, October 5th the Hampshire White Riders 
Snowmobile Club held their SEP class at the Park District 
building in Hampshire. Eight students attended the class 
that day, accompanied by several parents who remained 
for the duration of the class. They even participated in the 
learning activities. Our club’s two new SEP instructors taught 
their first class on their own. Thank you Mike Reid and Keith 
Lima so much for taking this on for the club. I visited briefly, 
took a seat, observed, and listened; both were impressive. 
A Department of Natural Resources (DNR) officer, Andrew 
Gott, spoke with the students before I arrived and answered 
all their questions. I understand he did a very nice job.

Thank you to everyone 
involved. Thanks to the 
Hampshire Park District for 
letting us use the facility. 
Thanks to Mike and Keith for 
all the time spent before class 
and the day of class. Thanks 
to Mike and Keith for all the 
gear they brought to show 
the students. Thanks to Mike 
for bringing snowmobiles. 
Thanks to the DNR and Officer 
Andrew Gott and thanks to Becky Haseman for all her help 
and for lunch. Thanks to all the parents who took the time to 
bring their kids to class and for picking them up. Thanks to all 
the other instructors around the state taking time out of day 
to do the same thing.

I love seeing an SEP class and the students who are the future 
of our sport.

Hampshire White Riders 
Snowmobile Club’s Student                                                         
Education Program Class

I am finishing my sixth year as the 
Treasurer of this organization, and 
in that time, I have learned a lot. 
One of the most important lessons 
I have learned is the importance 
of having a financial plan for your 
organization. I am not talking 
about something overly detailed, 
but something that shows how 
you get your funding, and what 
you do with your money. This 

plan should be written. I know that no one likes to talk 
about the business side of club management. We are all 
interested in the fun side of snowmobiling, but both are 
very important to the success of your club. 

As I look at how the IASC gets its funding, and how fragile 
some of that funding is, I am forced to look at how we can 
survive if there is a funding hiccup or shortfall. As clubs, 
you should do the same. 

We all rely heavily on grant funding from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources. As many of you 
know, that is how clubs get reimbursed for insurance, 
as well as trail signage. As snowmobile registrations go 
down, so does the funding available in some of our grant 
programs. What you need to be thinking about when 
considering your club’s financial plan is, what if we didn’t 
get reimbursed for insurance, or other trail maintenance 
costs? Could we survive a couple of years without that 
reimbursement? This has happened in the past. You also 
need to think about what your club’s future needs may be. 
Insurance has gone up 20% a year. Do you have enough to 
pay for that up front and wait for reimbursement? Do we 
have enough money to operate our groomer throughout 
an entire season? An entire season with grooming! That 
is wishful thinking on my part.

As I have said before, your club is a business. You need 
to operate it like one. A simple financial plan with regular 
financial reporting to membership is an important part 
of that.

A NOTE FROM 
THE TREASURER

Carol Bly-Julian
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Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Red Ox Bar and Grill, Hampshire, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director

 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

IASC DEALER 

OF THE YEAR

Do Your 
Black Friday Shopping 

With Us Friday 
and Saturday!

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts

Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets, Helmets, Boots)

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com
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EVENTSEVENTS
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

November 16th: 
Meat Raffle for Mchenry 
County Snowmobile Association
Rusty Nail: 4520 Ringwood Rd. 
Ringwood, IL
Ticket Sales start at noon, frist 
drawing at 1:00pm
Meat Raffle, basket raffles & 50/50

November 22nd: 
Hampshire White Riders 
Snowmobile Club Cash & 
Meat Raffle - Starts at 7:30pm
Red Ox: 129 E Oak Knoll Dr.
Hampshire, IL 60140
www.hampshirewhiteriders.com

November 23rd: 
Meat Raffle for Riverbend Benders
Sideouts - 4018 W. Roberts Rd.  
Island Lake, IL
Starts at noon
Drawings at the end of each 
Quarter of Bears Game

DECEMBERDECEMBER

December 6th: 
Midwest Trailblazers 
3rd Annual Christmas Party
5:30pm – 10:00pm
Fundraiser for Ronald 
McDonald House, Springfield, 
IL and Food Drive for Local 
Food Pantry
Food provided, Hipbone Sam 
Band, Cash Bar, Gift Basket 
Raffles - Open to the public
Sherman Athletic Club
300 1st St., Sherman, IL 62684

JANUARYJANUARY

January 24th: 
Music Trivia Night
Registration opens at 5:30pm, 
Trivia Starts at 7pm
Cedar Creek Hall
571 E. North St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

January 28th-February 1st: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: Trail Region
Watersmeet, Michigan
Meet: Saturday January 31
Ride: Thursday-Friday, 
January 29-30
Stay: Northern Waters  
Casino Resort
Reservations: 906-358-4226
$129 per night
For more info, contact Mark 
Hazzard: 815-985-5952

FEBRUARYFEBRUARY

February 1st: 
Radar Run
Registration opens at 9:30 am, 
Speed runs start at 10 am
On Lake Storey
Just off Hwy. 150
Galesburg, IL 61401

February 18th-22nd: 
ACSA Meet & Ride: 
Mountain Region
West Yellowstone, MT
Meet: Friday February 20, 2026
Ride: Wednesday-Thursday, 
February 18-19 and Saturday, 
February 21.
Stay: Holiday Inn, 
West Yellowstone
Reservations: 406-646-7365
$149 per night
For more info, contact Bert 
Miller: 307-899-3419

JUNEJUNE

June 3rd-6th: 
58th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress
Embassy Suites Hotel and 
Conference Center
12520 Westport Pkwy
La Vista, NE 68128
Call  402-331-7400 and 
mention ISC2026

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   

Issue_____________________Date______________
Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY

WE HAVE 1 2025 
RXC 858 IN STOCK
Helmets, Jackets, Bibs, 
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts, 
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags, 
Goggles, Boots, Socks

ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

847.818.8849
1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We have 2026 ZR 858 and ZR 600 in stock 
and ready to hit the trails. 

Do your 
holiday 

shopping 
with us!
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LOCATION:
Red Ox Restaurant
129 E. Oak Knoll Dr. 
Hampshire, IL 60140

Meat Prizes: Steaks, Pork Chops, Hams, Bacon Slabs, 
Turkeys & over $2,300.00 in cash. 

Cash Raffle only 700 tickets sold

1st Prize $2000.00
2nd Prize $200.00
3rd Prize $100.00

For more info, go to the 
Hampshire White Riders
Snowmobile Club Facebook page, 
or hampshirewhiteriders.com

Meat & Cash Raffle
Saturday, November 22

starting at 7:00pm
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Visit us online at www.full-throttle-powersports.com

HUGE SELECTION 
of new and used 

snowmobiles in stock.

11003 US Route 20
West Lena, IL 61048
(815) 369-2153
We proudly offer the unmatched 
combination of high volume pricing 
with small town customer service. 

Working hard to support the snowmobiling community
•	 Keeping	trails	open	and	developing	new	trails
•	 Supporting	trail	grooming
•	 Initiating	and	supporting	lawsuits	that	threaten	access
•	 Encouraging	snowmobiler	participation	in	clubs	and	associations
•	 Promoting	snowmobiling	as	a	family	activity
•	 Providing	safety	awareness	and	education	through	the	Safe	Riders!	program

A	great	partnership	for	the	snowmobiling	community
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Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. If you’re an 
experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know — and then take the quiz 
again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, 
work through each section first before taking the quiz to enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge about safe 
snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be sure to check local rules and 
requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators 
(IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
11/29/25            Pingree Grove Fire Station #1  10N255 Dittman, Pingree Grove  7:30am-4:30pm     Joe Kurelo at 815-370-4301
            Sue Metz at 847-217-2431

11/29/25            Leone’s Polaris   3061 E 103rd Rd., Peru  8:00am-4:30pm     815-220-1780

12/13/25            Oneida/Wataga Fire Station  316 S. Willard St., Wataga  8:00am-4:30pm     Bob 309-368-0620
            Pat 309-335-4095

12/13/25            Lena Community Center  497 Lions Dr., Lena   8:00am-4:30pm     815-990-2652

1/3/26            H.Q. Kane Cnty Forest Preserve  1996 Kirk Rd., Geneva   8:00am-4:30pm     Ron 630-546-8058
            rgjulian@comcast.net

Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
It will be November when you read this, but the 
day I wrote it, Boulder Junction reported on their 
Facebook page that it was snowing! I’m sure 
it didn’t amount to much, but exciting to hear 
nonetheless. Many of the extended forecasts at 
least sound favorable for a decent winter. Let’s 
hope they are even halfway close and this winter 
brings us some of that white gold so we can all 
ride locally and at our favorite northwoods riding 
areas.  

Along with the usual fall snowmobile events like snow shows, grass drags, 
swap meets, it’s also when the crops are picked and trail brushing and 
marking begin in earnest. Safety needs to be practiced when working on 
trails as well. Anytime multiple people are using tractors and mowers, 
chain saws, pruning saws and any other type of power equipment there 
is the opportunity for accidents. Everyone should be on the same page 
as to who is working where, using what, etc. If there are trees that need 
to be cut down, everyone should be aware of what is going on and where 
the tree is planned to be dropped. It sounds obvious, but multiple workers 
doing different jobs makes it easy to miss some of the communications, 
so make sure everyone is paying attention. There are still plenty of tractors 
and combines out and about in November, so keep an eye out for them 
as you travel from one area to the next. Bowhunting season is going on 
this time of year, too. When organizing your work days, check with the 
landowner to see that the areas you need to cover don’t have hunters trying 

to bag a deer there. With outfitters securing more and more ground these 
days, keeping the lines of communication open between your club and the 
landowner is vital.  

While marking and brushing trails is hard work and it has the potential for 
accidents, it can be a lot of fun as well. If you’ve never helped on a work day, 
find out when your club’s going to be out there and join in. Clubs are always 
looking for more volunteers to assist and you’ll have a sense of pride when 
you finally get out to ride and realize you helped make it all happen. You’ll 
also be less likely to complain once you realize the amount of work that 
goes into putting in a trail system. Here’s to hoping you all have a blessed 
Thanksgiving and are able to share it with family and friends. 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGETEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
How can you protect the environment 

when riding your snowmobile?
a) Avoid riding in large groups 
b) Ride only when the ground is covered by at 
    least four inches of snow
c) Ride only in residential areas
d) Wear a helmet approved by the 
    Department of Transportation

Answer: b) Ride only when the ground is covered by four inches of snow.
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B L A C K
F R I D A Y  S A L E
N O V  2 1 -   D E C  2 N D

20% OFF 
SKI-DOO & LYNX APPAREL

& helmets

20% OFF 
s e l e c t

KLIM apparel

take an extra
10% off already discounted

clearance snow gear

40% OFF 
s e l e c t

ski-doo advex helmets

get a $10
rob’s gift card
for every $100 spent

$55/GAL
FULL SYNTHETIC OIL

(IN-STORE ONLY)

S H O P  I N - S T O R E  O R  O N L I N E !
WWW.SHOPROBSPERFORMANCE.COM
9 2 0 - 6 9 9 - 3 2 8 8  |  J O H N S O N  C R E E K ,  W I


