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Voss Signs 8TH

We are back after the summer break! 
September is rapidly coming to 
an end, and December will be here 
before you know it. This summer 
started off on a high note for Illinois 
and the Hermann family—Earl and 
Georgia were named Family of the 
Year at the International Snowmobile 
Congress in PEI, Canada. 
Congratulations to the Hermanns; 
you both truly deserve this award.

Volunteerism is a remarkable thing—people donate their 
precious time to a cause. Most of the readers of this article 
volunteer countless hours to organized snowmobiling. Some 
of you have received awards for your work, but many more 
have not. You should be thanked for your time and dedication 
to snowmobiling. I thank you for your commitment, but 
I would also like everyone to hear about what you do for 
Illinois snowmobiling. If you know someone who deserves 
recognition, please let us know.

On November 8th, 2025, we will hold our annual IASC 
Convention at Chestnut Mountain Resort in Galena, Illinois. At 
the convention, we recognize those who volunteer countless 
hours for Illinois snowmobiling—but we need your help. Please 
let us know who you think deserves to be our Snowmobiler, 
Family, and Club of the Year, among other honors. Check your 
email for nomination forms or contact us and we’ll make sure 
you receive one.

We would love to see at least one person from each club at 
the convention. Did you know each club is invited to send one 
person at half price? Come and check out our seminars! This 
year, we are offering sessions on club insurance and protecting 
land access/landowner relations. We are also excited to 
welcome Hank Armbrecht, who will speak about organizing 
trips, followed by our Annual Meeting in the afternoon. Dinner, 
drinks, entertainment, and awards will round out the evening, 
along with the 2025 Scholarship Auction Live! I cannot wait to 
see who gets into the biggest bidding war this year.

If you need any information about the convention, please let 
us know.

Think Snow,
Kai Steward

PRESIDENT’S DESK

Kai Steward



By Hilary Fiene, Lena Blackhawk TrailBlazers Club Secretary

A 5-Year-Old’s Love 
for Snowmobiling

For many families in the Midwest, snowmobiling is more 
than just a winter pastime—it’s a tradition. This past winter, 
my husband Ethan and I were able to see that tradition 
come alive in the eyes of our 5-year-old son, Waylen.

Waylen has grown up watching Ethan and me prepare for 
snowmobile trips, hearing stories of trails, rides, and winter 
adventures. This January, we brought him along for one of 
our snowmobile trips. We headed up to Mercer, Wisconsin, 
a favorite riding spot of ours, and let him experience 
firsthand the joy of snowmobiling.

Waylen rode on Ethan’s sled, seated snugly in front of his 
dad. Thanks to the addition of a   Toasty Tots handlebar 
warmer, Waylen could hang on safely and comfortably, 
even in the frigid temperatures. Over the course of three 
days, we logged more than 100 miles with him along for 
the ride. Watching his excitement grow with each stop and 
every new stretch of trail was unforgettable.

One of the highlights of the trip was how warmly the 
snowmobiling community welcomed him. At every stop—
whether a small-town bar, restaurant, or lodge—fellow 
riders lit up when they saw Waylen march in, bundled in 
his little snowsuit and helmet. Before long, the staff at local 
spots recognized him, making sure he always had a kiddie 
cocktail in hand. It was a reminder that this sport is about 
more than machines and miles—it’s about community, 
connection, and family.

As Club Secretary of the Lena Blackhawk TrailBlazers, I’ve 
seen how important it is to involve the next generation in 
snowmobiling. Watching Waylen fall in love with the sport at 

such a young age fills me with joy and hope. His excitement 
on the trails and constant requests to “go snowmobiling 
again” remind us that these experiences will shape his 
memories for years to come. Even now, in the heat of 
summer, he brings up our Mercer trip weekly, begging us 
to plan the next ride.

Our family looks forward to many more adventures together 
on the trails. Snowmobiling has always been a passion for 
Ethan and me, and now, it’s becoming a tradition our son is 
eager to carry forward. Seeing the sport through Waylen’s 
eyes reminds us of the magic snowmobiling holds—and the 
importance of sharing that magic with the next generation.

Carrying on 
the Tradition 
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Over the summer, I attended 
the International Snowmobile 
Congress, held in Prince Edwards 
Island, Canada. I have only been 
attending the Congress for the 
past four years, but each time I 
have found it to be a wonderful 
learning experience. I not only 
learn from my interactions with 
snowmobilers from all over, 
but also from the seminars and 

meetings held at the event.

This year was no different. One of the seminars I 
attended was on Economic Impact Studies. The 
presenter was someone who had been conducting the 
studies for decades, and the information he shared 
really got me thinking.

He shared all the different areas of the economy that are 
affected by the snowmobile industry. First the obvious, 
the snowmobile dealers and manufacturers. That is a 
no brainer. But when you start thinking about how these 
two business types employ people, maybe those people 
don’t snowmobile, but they live in the community. As 
members of the community, they spend their money at 
the local restaurants, stores, and gas stations. Those 
of us who do purchase, and ride snowmobiles have 
a more far-reaching effect. At this point, you may be 
thinking, “Carol, everyone knows this!” But the reason 
I bring it up is to get you thinking before we go out 
to ask dealers to contribute to our fundraisers, and 
landowners for permission to use their land for trails, 
just how snowmobiling has impacted them. 

We have had a couple of not so good snow years in a 
row. This makes it difficult for those local businesses 
to continue to look at snowmobiling as something they 
want to support. So, I just want to remind everyone, 
when you are out riding this winter (hopefully in 
Illinois) to say thank you to those that have supported 
us through the good years and the bad years.

A NOTE FROM 
THE TREASURER

Carol Bly-Julian

Tucker Shed 
Open House
Cedarville Snow Travelers 
and Pearl City Sno-Pearls

By Georgia Herman
On September 6 from 4:00pm to 6:30pm, we invited 
fellow snowmobilers and friends to tour the building 
we have renovated to store our 2010 Tucker Sno-Cat. 
We deemed it a success when the first of 52 attendees 
arrived at 3:30pm and others remained until 10:30pm.

Of course, serving brats, cowboy beans and our locally 
made potato chips along with beverages, cheese and 
desserts was an incentive to attend. The event was such 
a success that we may make it an annual social event.

It was a beautiful day for people to look over the Tucker 
and our New Holland Tractor.



The Prairie Drifters Snowmobile Club lost a long time member this 
summer who will be sorely missed. Albert (AV) Larson was one 
hard core, dedicated snowmobiler. You may recall Al if you attended 
the last IASC Convention in Galesburg, he was Miss Polaris. At one 
of our convention planning meetings, Al excused himself to go to 
the restroom and that is when he got nominated to wear the dress. 
He said from then on that any meeting he went to he was going to 
wear Depends and not miss a minute of the meeting.  

Al joined the Prairie Drifters in what I would guess was the late ‘70’s/
early ‘80’s. He and his buddy Butch took about every Decker tour 
there was; Alaska, Iceland, the Snow Train and anywhere in between. 
Those guys would ride between 3-5,000 miles every season, traded 
sleds every other year, all that good stuff. If there happened to be a 
good, rideable snow up north, Al, a railroad conductor, would call in 
and lay off so he and Butch could go ride. The railroad would tell him 
he couldn’t just call in and lay off again and Al would say, “If I died, 
you’d have to get someone to take my place, wouldn’t you?” And 
off they’d go. That may have had something to do with the multiple 
marriages as well, but I can’t confirm.  

Al and Butch made many saddlebag trips, mostly to northern 
Wisconsin and the UP. Al is who got fellow snowmobile safety 
instructor Bob Hennenfent and myself into touring by sled, 
something we have been doing for 18 years now and have no 
intention of stopping. So you can blame Al for all of the Bob and 
Pat’s Excellent Adventure stories. He started it all. Al always had 
some hilarious snowmobile stories, some shareable here, some 
not. He made many friends from all over the country through his 
Decker tours and snowmobiling in general. 

Al also made sure his grandkids had ample chances to ride. He 
bought Kitty Cats, SnoScoots, SnowSports, Indy Lites and the 
list goes on. He even bought a snow making machine for his 
yard! The first year he owned it, we had no snow and he ran that 
blasted thing around the clock. He got into it with his neighbor 
when he made enough snow that it formed a drift across the 
neighbor’s driveway. His grandkids were riding the Kitty Cats and 
Snowscoots all over that yard like a dang amusement park with 
not lick of snow anywhere else in the county. He always said 
“Everybody ought to have a grandpa like me.” I would have hated 
to pay his water/sewer bill that year, wowza.  

Even with extravagant purchases like the snow making machine, 
Al would fall into what I refer to as the “frugal” category. Food 

stops always had to be buffets, preferably Chinese, and he was 
always looking for someplace with a “clearance” rack. “Let’s go see 
Clarance,” he would say when hitting one of these stops. Or we’d 
have to stop at Fleet Farm so he could use his gas discount card. On 
one of our saddlebag trips in Minnesota, we stumbled into Brainerd 
after dark, cold and tired, looking for lodging and there was a large 
youth hockey tournament in town. I thought to myself there was no 
way we were getting a room in this town. Not only did Al procure us a 
couple of rooms, he got some sort of discount on them. I don’t know 
if it was because he looked so much like Santa Clause or if he just 
plain wore them down, but he got money knocked off the price even 
with the town packed for the hockey tourney.  My first couple of trips 
to Hay Days were with Al, setting up his 7 or 8 tables of merchandise 
(most of it total crap) that he had been dragging around to local 
swap meets for years. He had a single Yamaha Phaser sled that he 
would set out to sell at every swap meet in Illinois for at least 3 or 
4 years. Every year I’d say “Al, who in the heck is going to buy one 
skeg for a Phazer?”  I’ll be a SOB if he didn’t sell that blasted thing at 
HayDays, at a silly price as well, I might add. And he’d bargain down 
to the final penny for everything he sold, too. The Santa appearance 
thing or he just wore ‘em down, not sure which. Regardless,it was a 
comical process to watch.

Al was also generous, delivering food to safety classes, helping 
members like myself purchase a sled for the kids (selling it for way 
less than it was worth), offering a space on the trailer for a sled 
trip, etc. You could always find AV at a club work day, radar run 
or swap meet, contributing wherever he could. He’d also provide 
ham and beans anytime someone requested them for an event. 
And he could make some mean ham and beans with cornbread. 
I called him shortly before he passed and told him I was coming 
over for a ham and bean lesson, but I waited too long. The last 
few winters that AV wasn’t able to ride, he was always asking for 
someone to come over and track up his yard with a sled. Well I 
rode over one frigid evening that we had rideable snow and tore 
the heck out of his yard like some hoodlum, he was so pleased. 

AV was a really good guy, someone who had risen up above a 
pretty rough childhood, made a good life for himself and his 
family, and loved snowmobiling as much as, if not more than, 
anyone I will probably ever meet. The Prairie Drifters and the 
snowmobiling community lost a good club member with AV’s 
passing. Happy trails, Albert. 

By Patrick Pendergast

Remembering AVRemembering AV
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Region Meeting Schedule:
Be a Part of the Process - Attend Your Local IASC Region Meeting!
Region 1
Director: Don Schaefer
847-917-4202 dssschaefer@msn.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 2
Director: Craig Adams  
815-687-2844 craigmadams@yahoo.com
First Wednesday of the Month - 7:30pm
August - April
Rusty Nail Bar & Grill, Ringwood, IL 

Region 3
Director: Dan Damptz  
815-985-6071 dandamptz@gmail.com
Second Monday of the Month - 7:00pm
July - April 
Uptown Lanes / Back Alley Bar, Byron, IL 

Region 4
Director: Pat Pendergast 
309-335-4095 ppenderg@knox.edu
September, November & March - 7:00pm
Third Monday of the Month
Call or Email for Information & Location 

Region 5
Director: Jennifer Baumgartner 
815-509-9373 snowdiva18@yahoo.com
Second Wednesday of the Month - 7:00pm
August - May
Red Ox Bar and Grill, Hampshire, IL 

Region 6
Director: Kirk Polhill  
815-275-3371 kdpwire@yahoo.com
Second Thursday of the Month - 7:30pm
September - April
Buckhorn Saloon, Stockton, IL

Region 7
Director: Dale Fritz 
815-791-6375 dalefritz2@comcast.net
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 8
Director: Chad Wissen
815-674-5072 cwissen82@hotmail.com
Call or Email for Information

Region 9
Director: Bob Atkins 
309-397-6922 atkinscrew@gmail.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region 10 & 11
Director: Bob Steele
217-691-4701 bsteele300@yahoo.com
Call or Email for Information & Location

Region meeting schedule
Change Region 1 to:
Director Position Vacant
Contact IASC Office
815-795-2021 for information
 
Officer & club page
Region 1 Director
IASC Office 815-795-2021 iasc@mtco
Delete Sportsman Snowmobile Club
 
Region 7
Correct  Directory to Director

P.O. Box 6 • 6255 Hwy. 70 E. 
St. Germain, WI 54558

715-479-8007 
Sales • Rentals • Service • Parts

Clothing Rentals (Bibs, Jackets, Helmets, Boots)

NOW RENTING:
• Can-Am Side by Side
• Ski-Doo Snowmobiles
• Bintelli E-Bikes
• Sea-Doo PWCs
• Pontoons

www.stgermainrentals.com

 SCAN ME FOR A SURPRISE

 At Hammertime Sports we strive to 
 make each customer feel like family!

 Family owned since 1993, Hammertime Sports, Inc. of Belvidere, Illinois carries a full line of New S nowmobiles 
 from Polaris, Yamaha, Castle, Fly & Klim as well as Used Inventory.  Hammertime has a full line of P arts 
 Inventory and offers Service Repairs on any make & model with Unparalleled Customer Service!  Locate d 
 minutes from the Chicagoland Area, Rockford, Dekalb, Beloit, Janesville, Madison, Quad Cities & Dubu que, IA.  
 ITS WORTH THE DRIVE!

 ®

 HAMMERTIME SPORTS INC.

 2252 ANDERSON DRIVE

 BELVIDERE, IL 61008

 815-544-5800

 hammertimesports.com

IASC DEALER 

OF THE YEAR
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EVENTSEVENTS
OCTOBEROCTOBER

October 5th: 
2025 Prairie Riders 30th Annual 
Snowmobile Grass Drags & 
Swap Meet 
7:00am-4:00pm
Boone Fairgrounds
8847 IL-76
Belvidere, IL 61008

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

November 22nd: 
Hampshire White Riders 
Snowmobile Club Cash & 
Meat Raffle
Starting at 7:30pm
Red Ox 
129 E Oak Knoll Dr.
Hampshire, IL 60140
www.hampshirewhiteriders.com

DECEMBERDECEMBER

December 6th: 
Midwest Trailblazers 
3rd Annual Christmas Party
5:30pm – 10:00pm
Fundraiser for Ronald 
McDonald House, Springfield, 

IL and Food Drive for Local 
Food Pantry
Food provided, Hipbone Sam 
Band, Cash Bar, Gift Basket 
Raffles - Open to the public
Sherman Athletic Club
300 1st St.
Sherman, IL 62684

JUNEJUNE

June 3rd-6th: 
58th Annual International 
Snowmobile Congress
Snowmobile enthusiasts, 
manufacturers, suppliers, 
and representatives from 
state, provincial and national 
snowmobile organizations 
from around the world meet to 
celebrate the sport and to do 
the business of snowmobiling at 
the International Snowmobile 
Congress. 
Embassy Suites Hotel and 
Conference Center
12520 Westport Pkwy
La Vista, NE 68128
Call  402-331-7400 and 
mention ISC2026

Please Email Us Your  
IASC Club Events to  
production@
ilsnowmobiler.com   

Midwest Trailblazers
Summer Campout & 
Picnic 2025

By Robin Wall

The Midwest Trailblazer’s had their 1st annual summer 
campout/picnic on Saturday, August 16th at beautiful Lake 
Taylorville in Taylorville, Illinois.  Thank you to Shawn and 
Connie Mitchell for hosting the picnic at their lake lot. Several 
members started camping on Thursday and Friday to make 
a weekend of the festivities. We started the weekend with a 
taco bar on Friday night, which was a huge hit, followed with 
drinks and friendship the entire evening. On Saturday, we 
convened at Mitchell’s Lake lot for boat rides around the lake, 
swimming, and lunch. 

On Saturday evening, Judy 
Logsdon gave the prayer before 
the great potluck featuring 
ribeyes and marinated pork  
hops from Turaski Meats in 
Springfield, IL. The members 
provided wonderful sides to 
complement the meat. After 
dinner, we gave away 4 door 
prizes to our members. Judy 
Logsdon, Lance Thomas, 
Dean Beck, and Fiona Gillman 
were the big winners.  Thank 
you to our treasurer, Robyn Harms, for putting them all 
together for us.  The members all had a great time and are 
already looking forward to next year’s Pic-a-Nic. 
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CALL HOTEL DIRECTLY TO MAKE ROOM
RESERVATIONS & MENTION IASC

Come Celebrate
November 8, 2025

Chestnut Mountain Resort  
8700 W Chestnut Mountain Rd. , Galena, IL

61036 • 800-397-1320
Rooms are $109 a night plus tax. Rooms available under

IASC block until October 9th.

53 Years
Of Organized Snowmobiling
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By Georgia Herman

Our club has 45 families and we reside in Northwestern, 
IL. For several years our club has hosted a fundraiser 
on the first Saturday in April at Route 20 Bar & Grill 
outside of Freeport. Chances to win include a 50/50, $5 
for $100-wheel, meat raffle, basket raffle, special prize 
raffles, and last year, a live auction. We hope you will 
consider joining us this April.

Not only is the fundraiser tons of fun so that the 
participants return the following year, but a great way to 
make money that supports our efforts to maintain our 
trails and give donations. We donated to the Northwest 
IL Trails Foundation when they were improving the 
parking area at the Wes Block Trailhead on the Jane 
Addams Trail. In the past, we donated $500 to the 
Cedarville Lion’s Club.

Since our area relies on fire departments staffed by 

volunteers, the members voted to donate $1000 to the 
Cedarville Fire Department. We attended their annual 
pancake breakfast on March 22, and presented them 
with the money.

In the picture, the three men on the right are members 
of our club and volunteer firemen there. We have 4 
more club members who are volunteers with other 
departments. We are so grateful that they give their 
time to this vital service.

When our snow grant wasn’t enough to cover the 
cost of buying a 2010 Tucker Sno Cat, because of the 
success of our fundraisers, we were able to add the 
$4,526 needed to purchase it. We have also purchased 
a cultimulcher and a brush hog to maintain better trails. 
Fundraisers are vital for the needs of our club.

Cedarville Snow TravelersCedarville Snow Travelers
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Bear’s Nine Pines Resort SILVER BANNER

906-842-3361

Lake Gogebic/Michigan’s U.P.
Your Winter Vacation Destination

www.ninepinesresort.com

GOD’S COUNTRY

847.818.8849

847-818-8849 • ROUTE12ARCTICCAT.COM

Helmets, Jackets, Bibs,
Gloves, Hoodies, T-Shirts,
Gear Bags, Helmet Bags,

Goggles, Boots, Socks

1320 East Rand Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60004

We sell, and service 
Arctic Cat off road, and 

CF MOTO off road 
vehicles. We have a 

great selection of 
inventory from ATV, UTV, 

and sport SXS

WE HAVE 1 2025 

RXC 858 IN STOCK

We have 2026 ZR 858 and ZR 600 in 
stock and ready to hit the trails. 
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Pat Pendergast

Safety & Education
Welcome back, readers. I hope you all had a good 
off-season. Now that September is behind us, let’s 
move forward into our favorite season, WINTER! 
I do love fall weather with the smells of corn 
and soybean harvest all around me, but fall also 
brings Haydays, swap meets, snow shows, etc.  
Fall also means it’s time to check to see if your 
sled registration expired last year or not. Please 
keep in mind that as an Illinois resident, even if 
most of your riding is done in one of the snowier 
states, you still have to register your sled in the 

state of Illinois. Your registration dollars go towards grants and programs 
that support organized snowmobiling in the state. Clubs buy groomers, 
secure property to put in interconnecting trail systems, buy trail marking 
equipment, and the list goes on.  

Do you have a family member who could benefit from a snowmobile 
safety class or needs a class to legally ride a snowmobile? Guess what!  
Snowmobile clubs have members who volunteer their time to teach 
snowmobile safety classes throughout the state. Anyone between the ages 
of 12 and 15 have to be certified through a safety class in order to operate 
a snowmobile alone. While there are online opportunities to take the class 
for a fee, you can’t really beat the opportunity to have an experienced 
snowmobiler teach you the ins and outs of riding safely and courteously.  
Plus, there is usually no charge for these classes. They may not be as 
convenient as an online version, but I guarantee you or your student will 

get way more out of an instructor-taught class than if you sat in front of a 
computer and poked buttons. So, you’re an adult and don’t need to take 
the class, you say? Well, if you are planning on riding in Wisconsin, they 
require anyone born after January 1st, 1985 to have taken a snowmobile 
safety class. That’s a 40 year old, folks! Laminate that pink card and hang 
on to it, it’s a ticketable offense if you don’t have it on you when riding. I’m 
coming up on my 18th year of teaching snowmobile safety. You’d think 
I’d be better at it than I am! But I do enjoy sharing my almost 50 years of 
riding experience with our up and coming riders. I think every class I teach 
I reach a few kids, and maybe adults, and they pick up some useful tips or 
ideas that will make them someone I’m not concerned about meeting on 
the trails. Another thing I got to thinking about as I write this is the accident 
report that Cody Gray of IDNR from last season. While there were only two 
accidents and thankfully no fatalities, any guesses of the age group of the 
riders? One was 44 and the other was 53… Time of day - evening, alcohol 
involved - of course. C’mon, folks. It is the youth we figure who will be 
making bad decisions. Sometimes I wonder if we are educating the wrong 
group.  

Ok, I’ll ease off here.  Are you an instructor?  If yes, thank you for taking the 
time to educate our youth and share your passion for this wonderful winter 
sport. Do you have a family member who could benefit or is required to take 
the class? Locate one listed in this magazine or get on the IDNR’s website, 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/safety/snowmobilesafety.html, and get educated on 
snowmobile safety and all of the requirements. Lots of info there for your 
benefit.  Get ready for winter, it’s just around the corner!

Test Your Snowmobiling Knowledge
Visit www.saferiderssafetyawareness.org to test your knowledge about safe snowmobiling practices. If you’re an 
experienced snowmobiler, you may try a quiz first to see how much you think you know — and then take the quiz 
again after you’ve reviewed a section’s materials to see how much you’ve learned. If you’re new to snowmobiling, 
work through each section first before taking the quiz to enhance your learning experience. 

The Safe Riders! Snowmobile Safety Awareness Program provides basic essentials about snowmobile safety and includes short quizzes to help test your knowledge about safe 
snowmobiling practices. It is meant to supplement information provided by the state or province in which you register or ride your snowmobile, so be sure to check local rules and 
requirements before venturing out on the snow.

This Program has been produced through a partnership between the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA), the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators 
(IASA), and the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) with financial assistance from the Recreational Trails Program administered by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

Pre-registration is required. Call the number listed by the date and location of the class you wish to attend. Please note that 
most class sizes are limited. Instructors are volunteers and are not paid. Please remember to cancel your reservation if you 
find you cannot attend the class so that your spot can be filled by another student. For additional classes scheduled after the 
magazine deadline, please visit the IASC website or call the IDNR office at 800-832-2599 or 216-557-9206, the IASC office at 
815-210-0587, Pat Pendergast at 309-344-2554. If you have lost your Snowmobile Safety Certificate verifying that you have 
passed the required safety class, visit the IDNR website at www.dnr.state.il.us/safety/safety.htm.

Safety Class Schedule
Class Date    Location              Address              Time         Registration    
  
10/5/25            Hampshire Township Park District  390 South Avenue, Hampshire  7:30am-4:00pm     Register at the link below
          https://www.hampshirewhiteriders.com/sepclass

11/29/25            Pingree Grove Fire Station #1  10N255 Dittman, Pingree Grove  7:30am-4:30pm     Joe Kurelo at 815-370-4301
            Sue Metz at 847-217-2431

12/13/25            Oneida/Wataga Fire Station  316 S. Willard St., Wataga  8:00am-4:30pm     Bob 309-368-0620
            Pat 309-335-4095
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SATURDAYMAIN ENTERTAINMENT:

BELLA CAIN 7-10PM

DAYTIME ENTERTAINMENT:

CANDY CIGARETTE 3-6 PM


